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Covering AIDS in China: 
A study of People's Daily and Southern Weekend, 1985-2001 
Abstract 
Based on discourse analysis, content analysis and indepth interviews with journalists, 
this thesis aims to find out the characteristics of the news coverage of AIDS in China. 
Specifically, it attempts (1) to examine how the framing of AIDS varies with media 
organization, as exemplified by the People 's Daily and Southern Weekend, and (2) to 
find out how the patterns of coverage in the two said newspapers change over time, 
from 1985 till 2001. The study finds that, in the Chinese Communist Party's 
mouthpiece People's Daily, the AIDS issue is defined in accordance with orthodox 
ideology and government policy. In contrast, the Southern Weekend, an influential but 
"unofficial" weekly based in Guangzhou, witnesses framing from a nongovernmental 
perspective, marked by diversified tendencies. This project has also found that, as a 
consequence of the changing social environment in China during the study period, the 
patterns of AIDS coverage in these two newspapers have experienced obvious shifts 
over time. The rationales and the implications of the above findings are also 
discussed. 
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Chapter 1 - Introduction 
Chapter 1 - Introduction 
1.1. The AIDS pandemic in China 
The first case of AIDS in China was diagnosed in 1985. According to Prof. Zhang 
Konglai (2002), director of the China AIDS Network, the spread of AIDS/HIV in 
China has been characterized by three phases. In the initial stage, cases of AIDS were 
very infrequent and mostly came from foreign countries in the 4 years after 1985. 
Between 1989 and 1993，the number of HIV-positive cases increased steadily. But 
from 1994 till the present, AIDS cases and HIV-positive cases have been increasing 
dramatically year by year. In 2002, it was confirmed by the Chinese government that 
the number of AIDS/HIV carriers in China exceeded one million (CCTV-1, 2002). 
Behind these increasing statistics, the meaning of AIDS has been changing for the 
public in China. When AIDS was regarded as a "foreign disease", "homosexuals' 
disease", and "drug abusers' disease" at the beginning, it remained something 
mysterious and remote from individuals' "normal" lives. Since more and more reports 
about the "AIDS villages" in Henan province were published by the foreign media, on 
the Internet and by some bold mass-media outlets in China in the late 1990s，this 
disease suddenly became entangled with a big population of poor villagers. In this 
rural area of central China, about one million individuals were estimated to have 
"donated" their blood for money and many became infected with HIV due to the 
unsafe blood collection procedures used. More recently, as AIDS spread to the cities 
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and developed areas, more and more ordinary people began to realize that they were 
threatened by this disease when they had sex. Finally, the AIDS epidemic has become 
a public health crisis - even a "state disaster" (Li, et al. 2001) - in China, threatening 
the population of 1.3 billion. 
With the spread of this deadly disease, different parties in society adopted various 
attitudes and became diversified opinion holders. In the totalitarian society of China, 
the attitude and policy of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the government 
constitute the unquestionable guidelines and dominant ideology. After a long time 
spent denying the AIDS problem, covering up some outbreaks and providing 
misleading statistics to the public, the government finally began to face up to the 
problem and admit its existence at the beginning of the new century. In August 2001, 
an official group organized by the central government went to Wenlou village - one of 
the "AIDS villages" in Henan province - to investigate the AIDS problem and 
provide medical treatment. This group comprised officials from the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of Civil Affairs of the central government, doctors, as well as 
a few journalists from several Party-representative news outlets such as People's 
Daily, Xinhua News Agency, China News Agency, China Daily, and so on. This was 
the first time that the government admitted, by its official action, that a severe AIDS 
problem did exist in this poor rural area. Since the beginning of the 21st century, the 
CCP and the government have begun issuing some relatively reliable statistics about 
AIDS and devoting more resources to public health matters and prevention-education 
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work. The reasons and motives for such a change were complicated, say, the 
undeniable facts, pressure from the international community, the changing ideology of 
the Party-State itself, and the like. However, such a start was definitely right, although 
it was still very limited and not enough. 
However, despite the dominant ideology of the Party-State, voices from civil society 
and individuals have also been emerging through alternative media outlets such as the 
Internet, foreign media and a few local media organizations in China. At the end of 
2001, Southern Weekend, a weekly newspaper published in Guangzhou city and 
famous for its investigative reporting, gave awards to Dr. Gao Yaojie and Dr. Gui 
Xien for being in the top ten outstanding communicators of that year. As a retired 
medical professor in Henan province and a 76 year old lady, Dr. Gao was famous, 
especially outside China, for her unselfish efforts to educate and treat poor farmers 
with AIDS in those "AIDS villages", and for bringing their plight to the public's 
attention, despite pressures from the local government. On the Internet, some "NGOs", 
such as "Beijing AIZHI Action", organized by a former medical researcher, Wan 
Yanhai, provide information and practical help to people infected with HIV and their 
families, call for attention from the government and the public to AIDS-related 
problems, such as orphans in rural areas. Although such organizations remained 
"illegal" because they were not able to find suitable governmental (or 
semi-governmental) institutions to take charge of them, they still managed to speak 
out through some "alternative" media. Even in some "orthodox" media, narrations by 
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AIDS patients from their individual perspectives occasionally appeared. 
As the anti-AIDS campaign of each country has come to be a global action, more and 
more attention has been focused on China. On his visit to China about the AIDS 
problem in 2002, the UN's Secretary-General Annan cautioned that it was an urgent 
task for the Chinese government to prevent the large-scale outbreak of this epidemic, 
or a big "bomb" would explode across the country (UNAIDS, 2002). Nowadays, the 
Party-State of China faces the dilemma that, on the one hand, it has to admit and 
report the AIDS problem to respond to international pressures, to ask for international 
grants and funding, as well as to educate the public, while on the other hand, it wants 
to keep controlling information in order to prevent "social instability" or surges of 
some "unorthodox" forces not tolerated by the dominant ideology. 
In general, AIDS is a multi-dimensional social issue in China. First of all, it is, to 
some extent, politically sensitive. In China, coverage on social problems like AIDS, 
corruption, social security of farmers, urban poverty and so on is politically sensitive, 
because such issues are regarded as causing social "instability" as well as making the 
government lose face or even a challenge to the dominant ideology of the Party-State. 
Compared with coverage on relatively insensitive social issues such as environmental 
protection activities, entertainment events and most economic issues, AIDS coverage 
tends to make the control of the dominant Party-state ideology more salient. On the 
other hand, although tightly controlled by the CCP and the government, the topic of 
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AIDS is less sensitive to topics related to issues of religion and sovereignty such as 
Tibet and Taiwan, so diversified report perspectives and voices from the unofficial 
news sources can also be observed by the examination of AIDS coverage. 
Secondly, AIDS is a culturally sensitive topic and the issue is considered in the 
context of sex, homosexuality, prostitution and drug abuse. In general, AIDS has been 
seen negatively by traditional Chinese culture and remained a forbidden topic in the 
Chinese mass media for a long time. But increasingly, the dominance of rational 
scientific knowledge as well as advocacy by marginalised groups has meant that 
AIDS is a more discussed topic in the mass media. 
This multi-dimensional dynamic of AIDS discourse allows us to see both not only the 
dominant party-state ideology but also alternative, unofficial ideologies, shedding 
light on the process of contemporary China's diversifying ideological landscape and 
cultural imagination. 
1.2. The media system in China 
Before the analysis of AIDS news frames is presented, it is important to examine 
contextual factors that may have influenced the news production processes. The 
unique media context of China in the time period studied can be examined along three 
dimensions: institutional constraints resulting from the nature of the power structure 
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during this period, the diversified press industry structure and media content after the 
news reform introduced by the government since the late 1980s, and the journalists' 
changing norms of "professionalism." 
There are at least two major types of institutional constraints on media: economic 
structure and direct government control (Blumler & Gurevitch，1975; Milliband, 1969; 
Murdock & Golding, 1977; Murdock, 1982). According to Blumler and Gurevitch 
(1975)，the media system in different nations can be classified as more or less 
subordinate to, or autonomous from, the political institutions by examining the degree 
of state control over mass media organizations, the degree of integration of the media 
/ political elite, and the nature of the legitimizing creed of media institutions. 
These perspectives help us to situate China's press industry in a historical context. In 
China, modern media have grown up and operate today in the shadow of China's long 
heritage of central government autocracy. Along with the establishment of the 
People's Republic of China in 1949, "commandism", that is command economy, 
command politics and command culture, was set up as the whole country's working 
discipline. Within such a vertical power structure capable of creating a "big state" and 
a "small society", mass media are the loyal servants of the state, the Party, but not the 
people (Lee, 1990). Before the "journalism reform", the government subsidized the 
media, the committees at different levels of the CCP appointed key personnel, and 
decided the major topics for news coverage and censorship (Pan, 2000). Today, there 
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remain several "top" Party-representative news outlets which have kept working 
under such a tradition, such as People 's Daily, Xinhua News Agency, China News 
Agency, Guangming Daily, Economic Daily, Worker Daily, and the like. Among them, 
People 's Daily is the most authoritative and typical. 
In response to the development of economic reform in China during the past two 
decades, “media reform" has been launched since the late 1980s (Li, 1995). Although 
there have been uncertainties and ambiguities and even occasional reversals, the 
macro-environment of media operations is seen to be moving toward a loosening of 
political controls and a relaxation of ideological orthodoxy (Zhang, 1993). During 
such a changing social context, attention must be given to the dynamics of the mass 
media's role and performance, which must operate under the dual imperatives of 
persistent Party-State control and ongoing economic reform. One scholar has noted 
the "ambiguities and contradictions" of media practice in the transitional Chinese 
society (Lee, 1994), and others have remarked on the tension as a "tug-of-war" (He, 
2000) or "duality" (Rosen, 2000). A number of political economy analyses have 
regarded the dialectic relationship between the state and the market as a dilemma that 
faces China's authorities and its mass media system (Chan, 1994; He, 2000). 
Contradictory phenomenon about media began to emerge and has been attributed to 
the newly introduced market economy and its impulses (Chen & Chan, 1998). As 
Hong (2002) pointed out, China has gradually returned to its reform path and carried 
out a bi-directional policy with regard to media since the mid-1990s. "At the 
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grass-roots level, the Party wanted the media to promote anti-corruption, openness, 
equity, transparency of government affairs, and democracy; but at the central level， 
the Party wanted media to avoid all the goals mentioned above." (Hong, 2002). 
At the media structure level, Wu (2000) pointed out that decentralization, 
socialization and marketization have brought fragmentation and diversification to 
China's Party-State monopoly of media structures. He described this notable change 
as "many mouths" echoing the thought of "one head". The newspaper industry is the 
one which exactly reflects such a picture, because the television industry is more 
monopolized by the Party-State with less structural alternatives, while the magazine 
industry is still in the early stages of development without such a relatively mature 
structure. In terms of the newspaper industry, before the "journalistic reform", all 
newspapers were tightly controlled by the CCP and ideologically orthodox, regardless 
of whether they were owned by Party-government organs or by "non-Party organs". 
In this sense, all the newspapers were actually "Party newspapers", even though they 
were categorized as "general newspapers", "professional newspapers", "evening 
newspapers", "digest newspapers", "army newspapers", "life newspapers" and so on 
(China Journalistic Yearbook, 1991). But after years of reform, the structure of the 
newspaper industry became more diversified, although each newspaper was still 
owned by the State and had to be affiliated to a certain government department, 
institution or organization, which remains the case today. Besides the Party-organ 
newspapers and ideologically-orthodox non-Party-organ newspapers that are affiliated 
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to satellite parties, semi-governmental organizations and professional organizations, a 
number of market-driven, commercialized, and ideologically unofficial newspapers 
prospered, many of which are subsidiary newspapers of either official Party-organ or 
non-Party-organ newspapers, such as Global Times (subsidiary newspaper of People's 
Daily corporation), Southern Weekend (subsidiary newspaper of Southern Daily 
corporation)，and Beijing Morning Post (subsidiary newspaper of Beijing Daily 
corporation). Although their owner newspapers are close to the Party-State center of 
power and remain ideologically orthodox and tightly controlled by the Party-State, 
these subsidiary newspaper are more market-driven, with greater mass-appeal and 
greater ideological diversification. However, the thought of "one head" - the 
Party-State - has remained the base line for all the newspapers' behaviors without 
much fundamental change. 
At the media content level, studies have shown that after a period of relative pluralism 
for media content in the late 1980s (Chan, 1994)，tighter press control briefly returned 
in the aftermath of the 1989 Tiananmen outrage and lasted until new waves of 
economic enthusiasm began to sweep across China in 1992 (Lee, 2000). With the 
rising trend of "commercialized media content", especially for those marketized news 
media (Polumbaum, 1994)， "objective content" (neither propaganda nor 
commercialized media content) has been featuring, typically, reports of disasters, 
international hard news events, news analyses, investigative articles, profiles and 
features that are non-party line in purpose and tone. Even for the orthodox Party 
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newspapers, changes of this kind were also slowly and strategically undertaken, 
reflecting the relaxation of ideological orthodoxy and the growth of the press 
industry's information transmission (Guo and Chen, 1997). 
At the level of journalistic practice, the Chinese version of journalistic 
"professionalism" is also a changing story. Before the decentralization and 
diversification of media structures, journalists were uniformly trained to be "Party 
Propagandists" who should serve as the Party-State's "mouthpiece". However, as 
researcher Pan (2000) pointed out, in response to structural changes in the media 
system, journalists have to strategically please "two masters" (Party-State vs. Market), 
and handle the tensions in day-to-day work by improvising reform activities. Similarly, 
another media researcher, He (2000), traced how Chinese journalists managed to 
balance Party ideology and their personal beliefs in such a burble of media change 
and suggested that such efforts represented an equally important force for change in 
the media. Generally speaking, China's media have been characterized as having 
"commercialization without independence" and enjoying "bird-caged press freedom" 
(Chan, 1994; Chen & Chan, 1998). 
The media representation and definition of a social problem like AIDS has been 
carried out within these parameters. In terms of some traditional politically sensitive 
topics like criticism of Party-State leaders, scandals involving government officials, 
and social problems, talking about them is prohibited by the official Party-State 
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ideology because they could cause social "instability" or "disorder". However, 
nowadays, media that are structurally located at a distance from the central power 
organs of the Party-State are managing to provide commercialized news content 
through the unique "balancing" practice of their journalists. For these media outlets, 
which represent diversified local interests and market interests, more and more 
chances have emerged for them to advocate diversified ideologies and manifest 
different aspects of the same social problem. Even for those Party newspapers in a 
traditional sense, more and more mass-appealing content and diversified ideology on 
non-political issues can be tolerated. 
As mentioned above, as a consequence of marketization and media transformation in 
China, structural diversification in the media has become an important framework for 
the study of China's media and news content. Since the structural diversification of 
China's media is best reflected in the newspaper industry, newspapers are made a 
discursive platform for various parties in China with the tension of Party-State 
ideology, social stratification and market economy. Hence, this study will focus on 
AIDS coverage in China's newspapers instead of television and magazines, selecting 
two structurally different newspapers - People's Daily and Southern Weekend for 
examination. 
In China, People's Daily is regarded as the most authoritative, orthodox and 
influential national newspaper and a symbol of the party press (Zhao, 2000). While 
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commercialization and marketization have made most media rely essentially on 
market competition for advertising prosperity, People's Daily has remained one of the 
exceptions by still relying on their special patriarchal-filial connections with the 
Party-State as previously (Wu, 1994). Although it has experienced continuous decline 
in the competition with other marketized newspapers, for example, dropping from a 
circulation of 5.2 million in 1982 to 1.8 million in 2001 (China Journalism Yearbook, 
various years), it has remained one (and the only Party-representative one) of the top 
ten newspapers with the biggest circulations ti 
11 now. However, its unwavering Party-representative nature has never changed: the 
CCP and government officials compose the main body of this paper's audience, and 
nearly 100% of its circulation is due to subscription from Party organs, all levels of 
government and social units. To summarise, its AIDS coverage is undoubtedly the 
best mirror for reflecting the official definition of the AIDS problem advocated by the 
Party-State orthodoxy and dominant ideology, as well as its possible shifts over time. 
Southern Weekend was selected as another sample, representative of the "unofficial" 
type of newspapers. Southern Weekend is considered to be the most prestigious 
unofficial and ideologically-diversified national newspaper in China due to its 
successful efforts to disclose and criticize social problems such as the AIDS epidemic 
in China. Although it is a nationally distributed weekly newspaper published in 
Guangzhou city in South China, this paper has achieved greater commercial success 
since the middle of the 1990s by continuously increasing its circulation, which 
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surpassed one million in 1997. In 2001，its circulation of 1.3 million ranked sixth 
highest of all the 2,111 newspapers in China (China Journalism Yearbook, 2002), 
making it the most influential "unorthodox" and marginal news outlet in China (Wu, 
2000). (1) 
In terms of the AIDS problem, given the structural diversification of the newspaper 
industry, should we expect corresponding differences to show up between the 
coverage of the AIDS problem by the more traditionally "orthodox" newspapers and 
by the ideologically unofficial ones? Also, in China's changing social environment of 
diversifying ideologies, marketization and social stratification during the past two 
decades, should we expect shifts over time in the patterns of media re 
presentation of the AIDS problem? These questions are worth studying in this 
research and will be specified further in Chapter 3. The background information and 
knowledge presented in this chapter will provide a context for further exploration and 
discussion, and hopefully shed light on the theoretical analysis. 
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Chapter 2 - Literature Review 
Before the exploration of China's AIDS coverage, intriguing discoveries in previous 
studies of AIDS coverage in foreign countries are reviewed in this chapter. Framing 
theory will be specifically reviewed because it provides the major theoretical 
framework for this study. 
2.1. AIDS coverage in previous studies 
A number of studies have explored how news media in the USA and some Western 
European countries has covered this epidemic and found that AIDS/HIV news 
coverage and narration seems to have followed a similar path of development in 
those regions. According to Netter (1992; cited in Bardhan, 2001): 
Based on international experience, reporting on AIDS seems to generally 
develop in three phases, which could be prescribed roughly as initial reactions 
of fear and ignorance, followed by development of experience and 
understanding, with a third phase moving into concentration on precise 
scientific and policy developments (p. 245). 
In the United States, the initial phases of coverage in the early 1980s were 
characterized by confusion, denial, and uncertainty about how to handle the 
unknown (Rogers, Dearing & Chang，1991). At that time, the representation of 
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AIDS/HIV was framed in terms of the boundary between the "healthy us" and the 
"diseased other" and was labeled as an "immoral" disease (Albert, 1986). In terms 
of news sources, most of the stories were drawn from official medical publications 
and conferences (Walters & Waiters, 1996). 
In the second phase of AIDS news coverage, it was the heterosexual threat of 
AIDS/HIV that eased public discourse and news narratives into frames of 
normalization and medicalization (McAllister, 1992). According to Schwartz and 
Murray (1996)，there was a tendency to universalize AIDS by emphasizing the risk 
to an entire age group or sex, and the most remarkable media discourse, which 
pervaded that period, encouraged hopes for a biomedical miracle (Princeton Survey 
Research Associates, 1996). Much of the hope for a cure was generated by scientists 
and biomedical researchers who were the main agenda-setting sources for reporters 
(Watts, 1993). Colby and Cook (1991) came to a similar conclusion and argued that 
most typical AIDS stories tended less to sensationalize than to reassure, because 
such sources had interests either in avoiding coverage or in pointing toward 
breakthroughs. 
In the 1990s, AIDS/HIV news coverage had to confront a number of conflicted 
situations. It had become an ongoing story for the mainstream press and for society 
in general, yet it was also one that was a source of great frustration since the 
biomedical institutions had been unsuccessful in gaining the upper hand over this 
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insurgent and highly resistant virus (Bardhan, 2001). Some researchers expressed 
concern that the Western news media's routinization of AIDS coverage was 
generating a false and dangerous impression that the pandemic was on the decline 
(Sepulveda, Fineberg, & Mann, 1992). In addition, the mainstream Western press 
remained silent about the conditions that prevailed in those world regions most 
ravaged by AIDS/HIV (Princeton Survey Research Associates, 1996). These 
findings are echoed by several studies in other Western countries such as Portugal 
(Traquina, 1996), Australia (Lupton, 1993) and Canada (Clarke, 1992). 
On the African continent which was "blamed" for being the place where the virus 
originated, it was a different story. Lester's study (1992) of the Euro-African 
magazine New African for the period from 1985 to 1990 showed that the narrative 
was politically constructed to support specific programs and explore theories of 
origin rather than to convey information. In Uganda, coverage tended to focus on 
AIDS as a scourge of the developed rather than the lesser-developed world (Netter, 
1992). In a resourceful review of the relationship of AIDS and the African press, 
Gibson (1994) summarized that most African governments and media have changed 
from ignoring the crisis to implementing aggressive public health information 
campaigns mainly through the government-controlled media. Although the mass 
media have been used to destroy myths, in some circumstances the media actually 
hindered AIDS prevention by spreading misinformation and myth. 
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Coverage in many Asian countries has been infused with the consistent themes of 
denial, blame attribution, and otherization (Bardhan, 2001). In Malaysia, a study 
found that the coverage of this disease was discriminatory and that marginal groups 
were blamed for the spread of the virus (Lim，1995). In Hong Kong, several studies 
about AIDS PSAs showed that certain discriminative, hostile and even misleading 
discourses of AIDS were generated and reinforced over time (Chang, 2002). In 
Taiwan, the dominant themes of AIDS/HIV news coverage during 1995 and 1997 
were found to be prevention work, education campaigns and scientific research, 
while doctors, researchers and government officials remained the dominant sources 
of AIDS news reporting (Xu, 2001). 
At the global level, Bardhan's (2001) study of the transnational AIDS/HIV news 
coverage in the 1990s showed that mainstream transnational wire services were 
instrumental in bestowing and maintaining certain ideologically-driven frames on 
AIDS/HIV representation at a global level. According to his findings: 
Overall, the global AIDS/HIV story of the 1990s seemed to move slightly beyond 
the biomedical frame of the late-1980s. Although this frame remains prominent, 
the coverage also emphasizes the socioeconomic, cultural, policy, human rights, 
and ethical aspects of the pandemic. The portrayal of AIDS or people living 
with AIDS/HIV as deviant has decreased considerably as has the moral panic 
angle. On the downside, the projection of AIDS as a globally interrelated 
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phenomenon and the need for prevention and education glaringly lacks 
emphasis. The AIDS situation in lesser-developed countries is framed mostly in 
socioeconomic terms, whereas developed regions are framed mostly in 
biomedical terms. (p.302) 
According to this literature review, it's not hard to find diversified presentations and 
definitions of the same problem - AIDS - by mass media all over the world. With 
the spread of the AIDS disease and the development of people's knowledge about 
this epidemic, different social parties and interest groups voiced their own views 
throughout the mass media in different historical phases. The diversification of 
AIDS representations and definitions in different countries also reflects the various 
advocacies and ideologies held by them. 
Nowadays, China is no longer the pure land that managed to keep itself free of the 
AIDS epidemic. In fact, the outside world has focused its concerns on China's 
prevention of this disease since China has become a key in the global 
AIDS-prevention chain. What kind of information about the AIDS epidemic has 
been conveyed to the population of 1.3 billion during nearly two decades of 
coverage? How has the AIDS problem been represented and defined as a social 
problem by different types of media? During nearly two decades, has there been any 
shift over time in the AIDS coverage patterns? Eventually, through the definition 
process, what kind of ideology has been advocated? Which interest group has been 
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made the salient one to speak out? Whose power has been expressed and eventually 
exerted? Since no empirical research examining AIDS/HIV's construction by the 
mass media in China has been conducted so far, these questions emerged as the 
major concerns for this study. 
2.2. Framing 
By reviewing literature, it has been found that an intriguing theory - framing - will 
provide a suitable theoretical base for this study because of its special advantages. 
First of all, as a cross-level theory tool, framing theory can bridge micro-level 
media content to macro-level influence factors, and also to attitude and behavior 
analysis of audiences. As Gans (1979) pointed out, we have a lot of knowledge 
about how journalistic norms, organizational news routines, production costs, 
political sensitivities, and many other factors interact in the process of deciding 
what is news. But more importantly, we need to systematically relate such factors to 
outcomes measured through the examination of media content. Frame analysis 
offers a way of specifying the relationship by focusing on the relative prominence 
of competing frames as a measure of outcome (Gamson，1989). More than this, as a 
lot of previous study on news content neglected deeper meanings of content and 
treated all negative or positive items and elements as equally salient by doing 
simply content analysis (Esser & D'Angelo, 2003; Entman, 1993), "framing 
paradigm" (Entman, 1993) can lead research about content to a quality correct 
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representation of media messages. 
2.2.1. An introduction to framing theory 
The fourth and present stage of media effects studies, which started in the early 
1980s, is characterized by social constructivism (Scheufele, 1999). Mass media are 
regarded as having a strong impact by constructing social reality, that is, "by 
framing images of reality ... in a predictable and patterned way" (McQuail, 1994, p. 
331). But on the other side, media effects are limited by the interaction between 
mass media and recipients. "Media discourse is part of the process by which 
individuals construct meaning, and public opinion is part of the process by which 
journalists ... develop and crystallize meaning in public discourse" (Gamson & 
Modigliani, 1989, p. 2; see also Mcleod, Kosicki, Pan, & Allen, 1987). Based on 
those two premises, framing theory gained wide reorganization and continuous 
development. 
Over the past two decades, a volume of literature has contributed to our 
understanding of frames and framing effects (e.g.，Entman, 1993; Gamson, 1992; 
Goffman, 1974; Graber，1988，1993; Fiske & Taylor，1991; Iyengar, 1991; Iyengar 
& Simon, 1993; Kahneman & Tversky，1984; McLeod，Kosicki, & Mdeod，1994; 
Neuman, Just, & Crigler，1992; Norris, 1995; Pan & Kosicki，1993; Patterson, 1993; 
Semetko & Valkenburg，2000; Snow & Benford，1988; Tuchman, 1978; Zaller, 
20 
‘ Chapter 2 - Literature Review 
1992). However, in an arresting article about framing theory, Entman (1993) 
pointed out that it is necessary to synthesize the key concept's disparate uses and 
construct a coherent theory from them, because the "scattered conceptualization" 
will hinder its development into a paradigm. In response to this, process models of 
framing were proposed by researchers to integrate the inconsistent meanings of core 
terms and different levels of framing analysis (Scheufele, 1999). Essentially, these 
models synthesize two concepts of "frame" and three levels of framing analysis as 
follows. 
Determinants:  
Organizational pressures; Media Audience Audience's attitude, 
Ideologies; Fames Frames " f behaviors, etc. 
Interests groups, etc.  
As shown by the process model, framing theory involves two concepts of " f rame"-
media frames (presenting news) and audience frames (comprehending news) 
(Scheufele, 1999). The media frame was conceptualized as "a central organizing 
idea" that supplies a context and suggests what the issue is through the use of 
selection, emphasis, exclusion, and elaboration by Tankard, Hendrickson, 
Silberman, Bliss and Ghanem (1991). However, audience frames are defined as 
"mentally stored clusters of ideas that guide individuals' processing of information" 
(Entaman, 1993，p. 53). Generally, research on audience frames has primarily been 
concerned with how individuals perceive, organize, and interpret events and issues 
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(e.g., Domke, McCoy & Torres，1999; Domke, Shah & Wackman, 1998; Nelson, 
Clawson & Oxley，1997; Price, Tewksbury & Powers，1997; Valkenburg, Semetko 
& de Vreese, 1999). 
In the above process model, the three arrows represent three levels of framing 
analysis, or framing effect flows: frame building, frame setting, and individual-level 
effects of framing (Scheufele, 1999). Frame building analysis aims to examine the 
relationship between sets of determinants as input variables and the news frames 
output variable (see Tuchman, 1978; Bennett, 1988; Edelman, 1993). Frame setting, 
the second arrow, explores media frames' effects on audience frames when 
individuals interpret media information (see Entman, 1993; Pan & Kosicki，1993). 
As the last effect flow, individual-level effects of framing analysis are about how 
the audience frames as independent variables influence on audience attitude, 
behavior and attributions of responsibility (see Nelson, et al.，1997; Snow & 
Bedford, 1988; Snow, et al., 1993). 
According to the research design and questions, this study focuses on the 
examination of "media frames" and involves the first flow of "frame building". 
2.2.2. Conceptualization of media frames in this study 
In an influential article about framing theory, Entman (1993) defined framing as 
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follows: 
Framing essentially involves selection and salience. To frame is to select some 
aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating 
text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal 
interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item 
described, (p.52) 
It is possible to tell many different stories about the same events. Informational 
content is relevant to the extent that it is meaningful in distinguishing among 
different potential frames. Thus, at the heart of the framing question are the related 
concepts of selection and emphasis, or salience (Entman, 1993; Gitlin, 1980). 
Salience is achieved by highlighting bits of information through placement, 
repetition, and associating them with culturally familiar symbols (Entman, 1993，p. 
53). Some facts are emphasized only by certain frames and not others; hence, their 
presence or absence reveals the implicit story-line. A frame analysis of news content 
calls our attention to omissions as well as inclusions. Information that is common to 
all the potential stories is least interesting since it tells us very little about meaning 
(Gamson, 1989). Entman (1993) also notes that what is excluded from a story is as 
important to framing as what is included, and Gitlin (1980) suggests that what is 
"left out" is information that audiences might find ambiguous, unpredictable, or 
culturally unfamiliar (p. 45). 
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According to the constructionist approach, news is a manufactured cultural product 
(Cohen & Young，1981; Fishman, 1980; Tuchman, 1978). The context in which 
social phenomena are presented, understood and defined is established by 
journalistic practice and routine, and consequently, social reality is constructed. 
(Tuchman, 1973). What gets selected, packaged, disseminated, and received as 
news is mediated by organizational processes, ideological beliefs, and power 
relations. Thus, framing must also be understood as an expression of power, 
particularly as it affects our recognition and understanding of social problems and 
political issues (Durham, 1998; Entman, 1993; Gamson & Modigliani，1989; Pan & 
Kosicki, 1993; Reese, 1997). 
Framing, Reese (1997) notes, is about how interests, communicators, sources and 
culture interact with each other to produce ways of understanding the world, which 
are developed in forms of verbal and symbolic resources. More than 
"understanding", frames are even "the principles of organization (of the life 
experience), which govern events and our subjective involvement in them" 
(Goffman, 1974，p. 10-11). By guiding selection, emphasis and presentation of what 
exists, what happens, and what matters, a news frame constructs everyday reality 
(Gitlin，1980; Tuchman, 1978). So, Entman (1993) insisted that the frame in the 
news is really the expression of power since it emphasizes the actors or interests 
that compete to dominate the text. 
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2.2.3. The operation of media frame analysis 
According to the literature reviewed above, it's not hard to find that although there 
are various kinds of definitions and arguments about "framing", two concepts 
remain the unchangeable core for each definition of framing: selection and salience. 
Salience is achieved by selecting some aspects of an issue and emphasizing them 
(Entman, 1993). With this key point, researchers have developed various kinds of 
operating methods for framing analysis in previous studies, according to their 
different research questions and theoretical concerns. 
In previous studies of framing analyses, researchers examined various kinds of 
qualitative traits in a text and summarized "frames" which suggest a central 
organizing idea for understanding events related to the issue in question. For 
example, researchers picked out different groups of synonymous terms and 
analyzed them as different "frames" (see Andsager, 2000). Some researchers named 
certain "frames" in a text according to their observations, gave those "frames" 
condensed illustrations in their own words, and then examined those "frames" with 
different meanings (see Haller & Ralph, 2001; Jasperson & Shah, et al, 1998; 
Watkins, 2001). Also, some researchers exploited a much more systematical and 
well-regulated method to summarize "frames" in text by distilling "interpretive 
packages" - a signature matrix replete with signifying devices like metaphors, 
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exemplars, catch-phrases, depictions, visual images and so on (Lee, Pan, Chan & So, 
2001). Through those "interpretive packages", the cultural positions and ideological 
features of various "frames" could be signified well. 
For this study, the operationalization of "frames" as "interpretive packages" sheds 
light on the method design. Detailed elaboration of this operating method is in the 
next chapter. 
2.3. Significance of this study 
First of all, since there has been no empirical study of AIDS coverage in China, this 
research can establish some basic facts about the characteristics of AIDS coverage 
in China, its diversification in different types of newspapers, as well as its shifts 
over time during the period studied. The findings of this initial study may hopefully 
shed light on further research about media campaigns for AIDS prevention and 
education, as well as studies of framing theory and the agenda-setting effect of the 
mass media in China. Secondly, from the policy perspective, drawing on findings 
from previous studies on AIDS coverage in other countries, this research may 
provide suggestive information for future adoption of AIDS policies in China. 
Thirdly, within the particular media system in China which is tightly controlled by 
the Party-State, the framing analysis of AIDS coverage in the two newspapers may 
provide an opportunity to explore framing theory in the special circumstances of a 
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non-diversified society. Finally, the examination of AIDS coverage in China may be 
helpful to the understanding of a social problem's definition process in the mass 
media which play as a discursive platform, and furthermore, to the understanding of 
diversifying ideological advocacies and their expressions in the changing society in 
China. 
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Chapter 3 一 Research Design 
3.1. Research Hypothesis 
According to the questions raised after reviewing the literature, this study is aimed at 
(1) discovering the diversified frames of AIDS coverage in different types of 
newspapers in China, and (2) examining the changing patterns of AIDS coverage by 
those newspapers over time. Thus, two relatively separate research hypotheses are 
raised for this study: 
Hypothesis 1: As a consequence of the fragmentation and diversification of the 
newspaper industry in China, newspapers of different types - People 's Daily and 
Southern Weekend will have covered the AIDS issue by different frames. 
Hypothesis 1 is a latitudinal comparison between People 's Daily and Southern 
Weekend about the frames used in their AIDS coverage. So here, the difference of 
newspaper types is expected to be the major influencing factor for the difference of 
frames in each newspaper's AIDS coverage. As the most authoritative 
Party-representative newspaper, People 's Daily is expected to cover this social 
problem from the traditional orthodox Party-State perspective, advocating the 
Party-State ideology and reinforcing the status quo. But for Southern Weekend, its 
unofficial nature and commercial success are expected to lead to AIDS frames that 
reflect voices from non-governmental organizations, ordinary people and even 
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marginal groups in society, and that emphasize their interests. 
Hypothesis 2a: As a consequence of the changing social environment, there will have 
been shifts over time in the patterns of AIDS coverage in People's Daily from 
1985-2001. 
Hypothesis 2b: As a consequence of the changing social environment, there will have 
been shifts over time in the patterns of AIDS coverage in Southern Weekend from 
1985-2001. 
Longitudinal shifts of AIDS coverage patterns are concerned in Hypothesis 2. During 
the past two decades, China's media has been operating in a changing social 
environment, involving the diversification of ideology，the formation of the market 
economy, and ongoing social stratification. So shifts over time in the patterns of AIDS 
coverage in People 's Daily are expected to reflect the self-changing attitude held by 
the Party-State towards AIDS, as well as the increasing tolerance of diversified 
opinions' expressions within the Party-State dominance. In Southern Weekend’ shifts 
over time in the patterns of AIDS coverage are expected to be the result of the 
ongoing social stratification and marketization of the media industry. 
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3.2. Research Method 
This study employs three major methods: (a) discourse analysis, (b) content analysis 
and (c) in-depth interviews. According to the two hypotheses' own theoretical 
concerns and methodological characteristics, they are tested separately by different 
research methods. 
Firstly, as mentioned before, the frames of AIDS coverage in different types of 
newspapers are identified by qualitative analysis of "interpretive packages". So 
discourse analysis is employed to test Hypothesis 1. Secondly, since, patterns of AIDS 
coverage and their shifts over time are a major concern in Hypothesis 2, a content 
analysis of certain features in the text is used to test this hypothesis. Thirdly, an 
in-depth interview with journalists who reported on the AIDS problem for the selected 
newspapers is indispensable for providing explanatory evidence from the perspective 
of journalists' framing practice. Also, related published documents, press releases, and 
the proceedings of media research fora will be analyzed as background information 
and explanatory resources. Thus, there will hopefully be more chances to penetrate 
through the surface of the media content towards a more profound and insightful 
discussion. 
3.2.1. Sample selection 
Since there has been no empirical study of AIDS news coverage over time in China, 
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and in order to provide a comprehensive understanding of the AIDS coverage in 
People 's Daily and Southern Weekend, the time span chosen for this content analysis 
stretched from 1985 (the first year AIDS story occurred in them) to 2001. The year of 
2001 was selected as the ending year because the news archives for 2001 of these two 
papers were the latest ones available when this study was carried out. 
Every article which focused on AIDS/HIV (not merely mentioned the word), and 
which was released by the two papers during the time span, was selected for discourse 
analysis and content analysis. Full texts of all the articles in the sample were 
downloaded from the newspaper's online archive and disk database. The article was 
the unit of analysis. 
A total of 683 stories were included in the analysis (N = 683). There were 550 from 
People's Daily and 133 from Southern Weekend. The significant difference between 
these two papers in the story numbers is due to their different publishing schedules, as 
one is a daily and the other is a weekly. This problem will be taken into consideration 
in the following analysis. 
3.2.2. Discourse analysis 
In order to test Hypothesis 1, I have taken a constructionist approach to conduct a 
discourse analysis of the total 683 articles on AIDS from both newspapers, distilling 
"interpretive packages" as frames. This approach was developed by researchers in 
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previous study of framing analysis (Gamson & Modigliani, 1987，1989; Gamson, 
1992; Lee, et al. 2002) in an effort to link media texts and broader ideological 
underpinnings of the topic concerned. Depending on a discourse analysis device 
called "signature matrix" (Gamson & Lasch，1983) which decomposes the texts into 
idea elements and then groups the key elements into idea clusters, or "interpretive 
packages", textual frames can be detected in a relative concrete and discussable form. 
According to Gamson and Modigliani (1987), in these "interpretive packages", the 
signature elements of a certain package are the condensing symbols by which it is 
displayed. All the signature elements can be divided into two parts - framing and 
reasoning devices. The first part can suggest a framework within which to perceive 
the issue by providing metaphors, exemplars, catchphrases, depictions, and visual 
images. The second part is composed of roots, consequences, and appeals to principle, 
by which justifications, reasons can be recommended. Thus, these interpretive 
packages, which compose the data to test hypothesis 1, can effectively provide 
information about the difference of the AIDS problem's frames in selected 
newspapers due to their different types. 
3.2.3. Content analysis 
As mentioned in the above, a content analysis was designed to test Hypothesis 2. 
According to Entman (1991)，news themes and news agency are the two most 
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important traits of media texts in reflecting coverage patterns. In a number of previous 
studies of news coverage patterns, these two categories have been analyzed as the 
most important indicators (Andsager & Powers, 1999; Bardhan, 2001; Phalen & 
Algan, 2001; Powers & Andsager，1999; Pratt, Ha & Pratt，2002). So, besides the 
straightforward features of text such as date, length of story, type of story, placement 
and so on, two textual traits were analyzed as the major categories of the content 
analysis: major themes and dominant newsmakers. 
In this study, the first category of major news theme is expected to present the focus 
of AIDS coverage on certain aspects of the AIDS issue and its shift over time. The 
second category of newsmakers is addressed to the sources and actors emphasized in 
a text. The analysis of this category is expected to provide knowledge about who has 
got the power and opportunity to speak out about the problem of AIDS, as well as the 
shifts of those spokespeople over time in selected newspapers. 
Based on two intriguing content analyses of AIDS/HIV news coverage conducted by 
Bardhan (2001) and the Princeton Research Associates (1996), plus the unique 
characteristics of this "China study", detailed coding categories were established as 
follows: 
1. Principal theme of the story: medical-scientific, policy-legal, rampant AIDS and 
crises in other countries' handling of the problem, celebrity AIDS, 
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prevention-education, human rights-ethics problems related to AIDS/HIV, and 
others. 
2. Principal news agency: scientists-researchers (medical, sociological and others, 
e.g., behavioral), policy makers (politicians, government and international 
officials), people living with AIDS and their families, social organizations and 
activities, celebrities or public figures, ordinary people and others. 
Hopefully, analysis of these categories can set up the basic framework for the 
following discussion of the shifts over time in the patterns of AIDS coverage, 
indicating the changing forces in social environment as influential factors. 
Based on the coding structure, each article will be categorized according to the 
explicit or implicit nature presented. Over ten percent of the sample articles were 
randomly selected and coded by the author and another coder to establish the 
intercoder reliability. The intercoder agreement ratio developed by Holsti (1969) was 
used to assess each category with the lowest ratio for any one category as 76% and the 
average as 86%. 
3.2.4. Interviews 
Based on the selected newspapers, I interviewed a total of 9 journalists who have 
handled AIDS reporting in these outlets. There were 3 journalists from People 's Daily 
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who have focused on news about health-medical matters and the AIDS problems in 
recent years. In order to supplement information over time about journalistic practice 
with regard to AIDS reporting in China's official and authoritative news media, I 
interviewed 3 journalists from Xinhua News Agency, China News Agency and China 
Daily who have all participated in AIDS reporting from the middle of the 1980s until 
now. There were 3 journalists from Southern Weekend who have written most of the 
AIDS stories published by this paper from the late 1990s to the present. Six 
interviews were carried out face-to-face in interviewees' offices or in a cafe and each 
lasted 1.5-2.5 hours. Another three were telephone interviews and lasted about 1 hour. 
The major aim of the interviews is to investigate the journalists' framing practice in 
their routine activities within particular organizational constraints and social context, 
hence, to provide explanatory information for the findings in testing the two 
hypotheses by linking them to the practice of journalists. Each interview was 
conducted under a relatively stable structure: the first level of investigation was their 
professional biography; the second was about their narration of the AIDS problem 
using various themes, frames and other narrative tools when doing reports, which 
provided corresponding information about findings in content analysis and discourse 
analysis; the third was their working circumstances constructed by their relationships 
with sources, organizational cultures, ideological atmosphere decided by the 
Party-State, as well as the pressures of the market, in order to give insights to the 
discussion of certain frames' formation process and their possible implications. 
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Chapter 4 - Results 
4.1. Discourse analysis 
According to the method developed by Gamson and Lasch (1983) to distill 
"interpretive packages" in media texts, I identified three prominent packages for 
People 's Daily (see Table 1)，and five for Southern Weekend (see Table 2). 
4.1.1. People ’s Daily 
In People's Daily (see Table 1)，the AIDS problem has been ideologically framed (a) 
as a Capitalistic disease and (b) as a terror spreading to the whole world, including 
China, but (c) the CCP and the Chinese government have taken measures against it 
effectively. 
Capitalistic disease 
In its initial stage of coverage in People 's Daily, AIDS was most prominently framed 
as a disease unique to Capitalism. As the numbers of AIDS cases grew in Western 
countries, many articles made negative moral evaluations of this problem by 
attributing it to "immoral" Capitalism. In an article telling the story of a Japanese girl 
who died of AIDS after prostituting herself, the author raised several questions: 
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Table 1 Ideological Packages of People ’s Daily AIDS coverage  
Package Capitalistic disease Terror to the world China's efforts 
Core Frame AIDS is a feature of AIDS is a dangerous Chinese government has 
Capitalism. problem to the whole been taking effective 
world, especially measures to control this 
developing countries. problem. 
Metaphors "A time bomb in the "World-wide explosion of a "Nip it in the bud" 
West"; "The top killer in terrible pandemic." 
the USA" 
Exemplars "AIDS orphans become Articles about AIDS' Articles about the 
a social disaster in the serious spreading in South "effective preventive and 
USA"; Stories of Africa, Russia, South treatment network for 
horrible AIDS problems America, Asia and so on. AIDS which has been set 
in many developed, up by the government", 
capitalistic countries. 
Catchphrases "Disease of Camalism"; "The number one challenge CCP leaders made 
"In the West, drug abuse to Africa"; "India: no "important speeches" 
is one evil, AIDS is tragedy again"; "Russia, about AIDS prevention 
another"; "AIDS culture AIDS is rampant!" work; "UNAIDS officials 
in the USA". highly praised the 
Chinese government for 
its great effort". 
Depictions AIDS is the result of an There has been no effective The Chinese government 
immoral ethos in treatment of AIDS until devoted a lot to the war 
capitalistic Western now. It has threatened the against AIDS. The leaders 
countries. Prostitutes, security of the whole of the CCP paid much 
gays and drug abusers world. attention to it. The 
are those who will be measures taken by it have 
infected with AIDS in been effective, 
those capitalistic 
societies. 
Roots Immoral and moldering No treatment; poverty of Great leadership of the 
Capitalism. developing countries. CCP. Great efforts of the 
government. 
Consequence The capitalistic world The whole world is The government should 
will suffer from the threatened by this problem, be appreciated and 
AIDS devil! supported. 
Visual Images "Mire of sexual Alarm bells ringing. "Hand in hand, shoulder 
liberation in capitalistic to shoulder", 
societies". 
Appeals to Capitalism will be AIDS is a worldwide The CCP and the Chinese 
principle defeated by Socialism. problem and very serious in government are great. 
some areas. 
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What on the earth is this disease called AIDS that has recently been spreading 
throughout developed countries in the West? The Japanese government has 
prohibited prostitution for a long time, so why has this depraved "industry" not 
stopped, but become even more popular? What is the "sexual liberation" in the 
West? Is it a so-called "product of modern culture", or the representation of 
extreme depravity? (2) 
Some articles regarded some "abnormal" phenomena particular to the Capitalistic 
Western world to be the root causes of AIDS, such as homosexuality and drug abuse. 
People infected with AIDS/HIV were portrayed as disgraceful camalists，criminals 
related to prostitution, and dying drug-abusers. So it was suggested by many articles 
within this frame that we could protect ourselves from this disease if we made the 
most of our Socialistic advantages. Some even advised that the first step should be 
"banning 'unhealthy' publications". 
Such a discourse represents the ideological competition between Capitalism and 
Socialism at that time. For the CCP and the Chinese government, more than an 
infectious disease which would probably spread to China some day, AIDS was the 
retribution of "immoral", "moldering", "corrupted" and "dying" Capitalism and a 
symbol of Socialism's victory. It became a war between "us" and "them", not a war 
between human beings and the deadly virus. 
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A terror to the whole world 
With the spreading of AIDS all over the world, including China, with the more and 
more dangerous situation in our previously "pure land", with the waning (but still 
present) ideological struggle between Socialism and Capitalism, the frame of AIDS as 
"Capitalistic disease" became less dominant. Instead, another frame of AIDS as "a 
terror to the whole world" gained more and more prominence. 
In this frame, AIDS is not a disease special to Capitalism any more, but a threat to the 
whole world, including both developed countries and developing ones. A large 
volume of stories about the AIDS crisis in different countries were published in 
People 's Daily from the middle of the 1990s till 2001. A relatively neutral standpoint 
replaced the previously very negative moral judgment with more and more objective 
reports of the whole world's situation. Emphasis shifted from "sneering at" and 
"attacking" the Capitalistic "enemy" to reporting the danger posed to the whole world. 
For example, on November 30出，2000, the day before International AIDS Day, several 
AIDS stories appeared in People's Daily on the same page, composing a special 
feature named "AIDS - the alarm bell is ringing again at the beginning of the new 
millennium". These articles were reporting on the AIDS problem in South Africa, 
India, Brazil, Europe，and the USA, either focusing on the dangerous situation, 
scientific research, preventive measures or policymaking, emphasizing the serious 
consequences of the problem in those countries. In terms of treatment 
recommendations, most articles advocated a great effort against AIDS by a global 
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cooperation such as "the World Health Organization and its cooperators' great 
contribution", as well as "the important efforts of governments in all countries" (3). 
China's efforts 
Although the ideological struggle between Socialism and Capitalism waned from the 
AIDS coverage on People's Daily, another frame containing another ideological 
implication remained dominant during the whole period studied, that is, the AIDS 
problem in China is under control thanks to the effective measures taken by the CCP 
and the Chinese government. In this frame, emphasis isn't placed on the crucial fact 
of the AIDS pandemic in China, but rather on the "contribution" and "achievement" 
of the great Party and government. By making a positive moral evaluation, this frame 
attributes those "achievements" to the great leadership of the CCP and the 
government. In the beginning of its AIDS coverage in 1986，there was an article 
saying that an official of the World Health Organization had "highly praised the 
Chinese government's measures" and that he felt "a lot more confident about the 
situation following his contact with Chinese government representatives". After that, 
articles kept emerging about key governmental officials' speeches about AIDS 
prevention work, various official meetings on AIDS prevention work, policies in 
process, officials awarded for their contribution and so on. But until 2000 and 2001， 
there were few articles containing concrete and practical information about those 
"effective" measures and policies. It has been shown that, coverage of this frame was 
aimed at confirming to the public and the wider world that "the Chinese government 
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has been doing something, and effectively", although it was very hard to know just 
what that great "something" was. In this frame, the self-retaining Party-State ideology 
was advocated by depicting the AIDS problem in China according to the traditional 
propaganda principle of "praising the Party and the government". 
4.1.2. Southern Weekend 
In Southern Weekend (see Table 2), the AIDS problem was framed as another story. 
First of all, it's undoubtedly (a) a worldwide danger; then, as another undoubted fact, 
it's (b) a problem threatening China; thus, (c) the Chinese government has 
responsibility for handling this social problem; and during this process, (d) the human 
rights of people living with AIDS should be respected and fulfilled. In terms of this, (e) 
some great contributors should be noted and appreciated. 
A worldwide danger 
In Southern Weekend, this frame of AIDS coverage got continuous attention. In 1996， 
a reportage named Tear of the century - the past, present and future of AIDS was 
serialized in the newspaper over 13 continuous issues. In the 13 articles, the crisis of 
public health caused by AIDS, the enormous social resource cost of the AIDS problem, 
and the damage it caused to the whole world's development were discussed 
comprehensively. In this frame, AIDS was compared to the "black death" in the 
middle ages and described as a "black hole" which created an enormous drain on the 
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Table 2 Ideological Packages of Southern Weekend AIDS Coverage 
Package A worldwide danger. AIDS, a problem for Government's responsibility. 
China. 
Core Frame AIDS is threatening AIDS has already become Government should be 
the whole world. China's crucial problem. responsible for the past and 
future of the AIDS problem in 
China. 
Metaphors "Black Death" in "A Titanic is bumping into "The pilot for Titanic is the one 
new century"; the iceberg". in charge"; "Ostrich policy 
"Black hole"; "A doesn't work!" 
fight with Death". 
Exemplars Huge expenditure on "AIDS villages" in Henan "We can't stop asking: why did 
AIDS treatment in province; the situation is those villagers sell their blood? 
USA; a Demon for more serious than that Why do drug-addicts share 
Asia's economy; a shown by statistics. needles? Why do so many people 
nightmare for make a living in the sex industry? 
Africa. They are all social problems." 
Catchphrases "AIDS time" "AIDS, around us"; "More "What a pity! Our country still 
than a story". didn't wake up at that time!" 
"Enough coverage to face 
China's AIDS?" 
Depictions AIDS threatens the More than a health It's not the time for us to be 
whole world, problem, AIDS has celebrating for our achievements 
especially threatened China's fate. in the fight against AIDS. Maybe 
undeveloped areas. a "self-questioning" approach is 
more helpful. 
Roots The nature of this China is part of the world. Misunderstanding of AIDS as 
disease something peculiar to "immoral" 
and "corrupted" Capitalism in the 
past; inefficient administration 
and insufficient legislation. 
Consequence Human being's We cannot bear the How many people will be 
survival or not consequences if we miss infected by AIDS through blood 
the opportunity now. transmission, sharing needles and 
unsafe sexual practices? It is 
decided by the government's 
policy and practical work. 
Visual Images "Forest fire". "The enemy troops that Alarm bell has been ringing. 
have reached our gates". 
Appeals to These are the facts. Facts need to be faced up The government should be 
principle to and then dealt with by responsible for social problems 
action. such as AIDS. 
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Table 2 Continued 
Package Human rights Great contributions made by some 
individuals 
Core Frame The living conditions and rights of A number of experts, doctors and 
people living with AIDS. scholars are making big contributions in 
the war against AIDS. 
Metaphors "A war against discrimination and "Heroes"; "A fighter troubled by 
prejudice". prejudice". 
Exemplars "Homosexuality needs our Southern Weekend has awarded "2001 
tolerance"; Story of AIDS patients top ten communicators in China" to Dr. 
who did or not receive warm care and Gao Yaojie. A story about Dr. Zhang 
love from their family. Beichuan who studies homosexuality. 
Catchphrases "Such treatment towards AIDS "Dr. Zhang Beichuan has done 
patients"; "AIDS patients are not something remarkable!" "Dr. Xu 
criminals". Lianzhi, you are my sister, my 
benefactor, my sun!" 
Depictions People with AIDS aren't criminals; These experts have contributed to the 
their rights should be respected and war by devoting themselves to the care 
fulfilled. of AIDS patients, to educating villagers 
in rural areas, to helping AIDS orphans 
and families, to advocating the rights of 
homosexuals. Usually, they do these 
things individually, experiencing 
prejudice from society and even 
pressures from government in some 
cases. 
Roots Sex taboos in China; ideological Misunderstanding of people; sometimes 
portrayal of AIDS as an "immoral" making the government embarrassed, 
disease of Capitalism. 
Consequence Intolerance will lead to disaster. Social justice could be achieved. . 
Visual Images "Red ribbon". "Tears from AIDS patients' eyes"; "A 
big desk — Dr. Zhang's most important 
resource.” 
Appeals to Every citizen has the right to a life of These individuals need fair treatment 
principle dignity; giving them respect and love and judgment from society and 
helps in the war against AIDS. government because of what they've 
done. 
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resources available. Being depicted as a new plague sweeping through the whole 
world in the new century showed that AIDS is not unique to the capitalistic world or 
some developed Western countries, but is a danger everywhere. Instead of making 
simply negative moral judgments, a great amount of coverage within this frame 
emerged in the newspaper, providing an informative introduction to the crucial 
situation across the whole world. Specifically, this frame heavily emphasized the 
enormous economic cost of AIDS, such as the huge expenditure on AIDS treatment in 
the USA, the great damage to Asian economic development, as well as the heavy 
social burden caused by AIDS in Africa. It can be found within this frame that the 
reasons for these phenomena were not simply attributed to Capitalism in the West, nor 
to the immoral behavior of "deviants". Instead, this frame highlighted the fact that 
AIDS has become a threat to the whole world, affecting humans' survival and 
development, because it is a deadly infectious disease for which no valid cure method 
has been found. Calling for a global anti-AIDS action, this frame also introduced 
some other countries' experiences with the disease, such as Thailand's anti-AIDS 
prevention work in the prostitution industry (4). 
A problem of China 
As an obvious characteristic of Southern Weekend's AIDS coverage, there always 
exists a prominent discourse that goes, "AIDS is not only other countries' problem, 
but a crucial one in China". From the beginning of this newspaper's coverage of 
AIDS, most of its attention has been given to the AIDS problem in China. Especially 
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in the late 1990s，several famous investigative reports attracted a lot of public 
attention, such as The AIDS pandemic in China (5)，A secret visit to the AIDS villages 
in western Yunan province (6), Investigation of the AIDS problem in the Shangluo Area 
(7). In these news articles, the spreading of AIDS across some remote or rural areas of 
China was disclosed to the public for the first time. Within this frame, the actual 
situation in China, which was much more serious than that shown by the officially 
published statistics, was described as "a Titanic bumping into the iceberg", 
threatening the whole country. Behind these depictions, what we can find is the 
principle held up by this frame, that is, the facts of the AIDS problem in China needed 
to be faced up to. According to this principle, although there was no direct attribution 
of responsibility for these crises to anybody shown in this frame, the information 
provided often implied the breach of duty of local governments and the undeveloped 
conditions of those areas as the reasons. 
More than "telling the facts", coverage within this frame also created an attitude of 
“what shall we do", by stimulating debate among audiences about the use of condoms 
(8)，providing discussion about legislation covering blood donation in China (9)，as well 
introducing the prevention-education work for prostitutes in Thailand (lo). It 
emphasized the possible consequences of China's AIDS problem on the safety and 
development of this country, calling for immediate action to fight the disease. 
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Government responsibility 
While a big amount of coverage on People 's Daily fell into the frame of "praise and 
appreciate the government", a quite different one has been rather prominent in 
Southern Weekend from the late 1990s, that is, one advocating government's 
responsibility and criticizing some irresponsible local governments. In many AIDS 
articles within this frame, some local governments were said to have fudged the social 
problems cause by AIDS，and even refused to reveal the facts by preventing 
journalists from reporting news about the AIDS problem in their areas by 
"administrative orders" (ii). By questioning the previous and current "ostrich policies" 
adopted by the central and local governments towards AIDS, this frame implied that 
the reasons for the serious situation in China were mainly governmental officials' 
misunderstanding and their propaganda of AIDS as something unique to "immoral" 
Capitalism in the past, as well as their problematic administration and insufficient 
legislation (12). For example, in an interview with an official from the Health 
Department of the central government, journalists from this newspaper asked 
questions about government's commitment to the AIDS problem, implying this 
newspaper's deep doubts and worries: "It's reported by foreign media that the Chinese 
government is trying to cover up this problem by underestimating the statistics, what 
do you think?", "When will this policy really be put into effect?" and "Do you think 
local governments are dependable and responsible?". This frame emphasized the 
government's responsibility for treatment and prevention work to deal with the AIDS 
problem, and called for greater attention and more effective action from the 
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government. In many cases, this frame advocated our "dependence on government" 
for "the individual's ability is limited" in terms of "treatment recommendations" (13). 
Human rights 
Another frame, which is not voiced in People 's Daily, also highlighted Southern 
Weekend's ideological standpoint. From the late 1990s to 2001，more and more 
advocacies of the human rights of people living with AIDS and their families emerged 
in this newspaper's feature stories (14)，investigative reports (15) and comments (16). In 
this discourse, AIDS patients and HIV positives were not negatively evaluated as 
shameful criminals. Instead, these previous "abandoned" people were described as 
pathetic victims of poverty or medical accidents, or lacking the correct preventive 
knowledge. It should be noted that the humanistic perspective advocated by this frame 
made a very impressive characteristic of Southern Weekend's AIDS coverage. In this 
frame, two facts were emphasized as the roots of these phenomena. The first was the 
sex taboo embedded in traditional Chinese culture, which led to discrimination and 
prejudice by the public towards AIDS patient or people infected with HIV. The second 
reason was the ideological portrayal by the Party-State's propaganda in the mass 
media of AIDS as an "immoral" disease of foreigners from the capitalistic world. 
Thus, in seeking a practical solution to the human rights problems related to AIDS, 
this discourse on Southern Weekend called for social tolerance towards homosexuals, 
economic support and a friendlier attitude towards AIDS patients, social justice and 
most important, the attention and action of government. So it can be found that this 
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frame is essentially related to the previous one of "government responsibility". 
Great contribution made by some individuals 
In the frame of "China's effort" in People 's Daily, there were discourses about 
individuals and organizations awarded by the government for their contributions to 
the war against AIDS. Appealing to the principle of this frame - "The CCP and 
government are great" - almost all those awarded were officials or semi-governmental 
organizations. But different from this, another discourse has been quite prominent in 
Southern Weekend from the late 1990s until now, appreciating a number of individuals 
who have made great contributions to the anti-AIDS war, such as doctors who took 
care of AIDS patients (17)，scholars who conducted homosexuality research and 
advocated their human rights (18)，and researchers who investigated the AIDS villages 
in rural areas and educated poor villagers about preventive methods (19). Among them, 
Dr. Gao Yaojie was awarded as one of the ten outstanding communicators by this 
newspaper (20) because she devots "all she has" to help AIDS orphans and to educate 
people in the AIDS villages. Usually, they made their efforts individually, depending 
on their personal abilities and resources, and sometimes troubled by people's 
misunderstanding, prejudice, incoordination, and even local governments' resistance 
and obstruction. Two reasons for this phenomenon were implied in this frame. One is 
the misunderstanding of AIDS held by the public due to a lack of scientific knowledge; 
the other is that actions of those individuals sometimes made the government 
embarrassed. Accordingly, after these campaigners, whose names seldom appeared in 
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People 's Daily, had been made into great "heroes" in this frame, fair judgment and 
respect from society and the government towards them were called for as "treatment 
recommendations" by Southern Weekend for the war against AIDS. 
4.2. Content analysis 
4.2.1. People's Daily: from 1985-2001 
As discussed in the last chapter, AIDS coverage patterns in People 's Daily and their 
shifts over the time period from 1985-2001 will be examined by three categories: 
volume of AIDS coverage, major news themes, and dominant newsmakers. 
Volume of AIDS Coverage 
The volume of coverage of a certain topic is the most important indicator of the 
importance judgment of this topic. For People 's Daily (see Graph 1, original data can 
be referred to Table A in Appendix), the year of maximum coverage (11.3%) was 
2001, whereas 1985 (0%) and 1986 (1.8%) were the years of minimum coverage. 
Instead of a consecutive increase from 1986 to 2001, the first reporting peak appeared 
during 1987 to 1989 and was followed by a continuous rate of moderate coverage 
from 1990 to 1999. But in the last two years, the volume of AIDS coverage in this 
paper increase dramatically and in 2001，the coverage increased nearly 100% 
compared with the previous year, 2000. 
Graph 1 
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Frequencies of AIDS coverage in People 's Daily from 1985 - 2001 
People's Daily 
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Note: N=550; Original data can be referred to Table A in Appendix. 
Major themes of AIDS coverage 
Because one story might probably mention more than one theme, there are generally 
three kinds of measurements: horizontal repetition, defined as the number of articles 
containing at least one mention of a theme; vertical repetition, which is the total 
number of mentions aggregated across all articles (Phalen & Algan, 2001); and the 
statistic of number of mentions of a theme that is the most dominant one for each 
article (Xu, 2001). In order to find out the most obvious and prominent AIDS theme 
pattern and its shift in these two newspapers in the whole 17 years, the last 
measurement has been adopted in this study. 
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TABLE 3 
Grouped Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Themes in People 's Daily (%) 
Other Human 
Medical- Policy- countries' Celebrity Prevention rights-
YEAR Scientific Legal AIDS AIDS -education Ethics Other Total (No.) 
85-87 14.3 4.8 65.1 0 9.5 3.2 3.2 63 
88-90 30.4 8.1 34.1 0 19.3 4.4 3.7 135 
91-93 32.0 15.0 19.0 6.0 23.0 0.0 5.0 100 
94-96 31.3 21.3 8.8 3.8 27.5 2.5 5.0 80 
97-99 23.0 27.0 1.4 0 43.2 2.7 2.7 74 
00-01 10.2 27.6 0 0 52.0 5.1 5.1 98 
Total 24.4 16.9 20.7 1.6 29.1 3.1 4.2 550 (100%) 
Note: in order to save space, the number of articles in each category is not included. 
"%" = The total number of articles on that theme in that group of years / the total number of all 
the articles in that group of years 
"Others countries' AIDS" = "Rampant AIDS and crises in other countries" 
"Human rights - Ethics" = "Human rights-ethics problems related to AIDS/HIV" 
N=550. 
In order to make the complicated original data (see Table B in Appendix) more 
reader-friendly, a refined table containing grouped data is provided in Table 3. Each 
three years has been combined as a group but the last group only contains the two 
years of 2000 and 2001 because 17 years is not divisible by 3 years. For example, the 
data “14.3” in the first row and first column means that, in all the articles in the three 
years from 1985 to 1987, 14.3% were devoted to the "Medical-Scientific" theme. 
According to Table 3，we can identify the dominant themes of AIDS coverage in 
People 's Daily and their shifts during the 17 years. Firstly, it is notable that the theme 
of "rampant AIDS and crises in other countries" was undoubtedly the dominant one in 
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the initial stage of AIDS reporting from 1985 to 1990. In particular, in the first three 
years of reporting from 1985 to 1987, this theme gained extremely high attention from 
this newspaper, with 65.1% of its total coverage in these years. Most of such coverage 
has been devoted to the AIDS problem in foreign countries such as UK, France, 
Germany, Japan, Canada, some African countries, Brazil, and especially the USA. The 
roaring statistics of AIDS cases and HIV positives, the immoral and deviant behaviors 
of those infected with AIDS/HIV, and the social unrest caused by AIDS were 
frequently mentioned in the coverage of this theme. In many cases, the USA was 
repeatedly highlighted as the most serious "disaster area". Here is a typical example: 
The USA is the country with the most serious AIDS problem. In the USA, 43,000 
AIDS cases have been diagnosed, and 25,000 people have died from this disease. 
(21) 
Recently, more and more AIDS cases have emerged in the USA. According to 
statistics, there have been more than 97,000 AIDS cases reported, and more than 
56,000 people have died from this disease. AIDS has not only become the 
number one "killer" in the USA, it has also brought many severe social problems. 
The most chilling one is that more and more children will become AIDS 
orphans... It is estimated that there will be 300,000 to 485,000 people infected 
with AIDS in the following 3 years. An "orphan" generation will probably come 
into being in the USA. (22). 
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More interestingly, in this theme category, there were a number of critical articles in 
which the AIDS problem was attributed to the "immoral" capitalistic system. Most of 
these resembled the following typical examples: 
AIDS has been placing a big burden on American society and changing 
American people's lifestyle. It is believed that American people are paying the 
price for their "sexual liberation" in the 1960s. (23) 
If AIDS could be regarded as representative of a culture, I would rather say it 
represents a sick culture and a cancerous culture. It is an evil flower of 
post-industrial society in the Western world. (24) 
After an evident decline in the first half of the 1990s, this theme seemed to become 
completely irrelevant by the late 1990s. However, it remained in the top 3 
predominant themes with a high overall percentage of the whole coverage of the 17 
years studied (20.7%). 
Secondly, in the first half of the 1990s，the "Medical-Scientific" theme got to the top 
position after a steady increase in the first 6 years of AIDS reporting, showing this 
theme's continuous importance in this period for People 's Daily. Among all the stories 
on this theme, new treatment and medical discoveries, such as acupuncture, Chinese 
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medicine, new testing methods, some weird treatment methods, virus detection and 
vaccine development were relatively more prominent than the introduction of 
established knowledge about the AIDS disease itself. Dr. David Ho also became a 
story in this newspaper when he became world famous for his invention of the 
"cocktail" method. However, with the decline of people's hope of finding a cure for 
this disease by scientific discovery or medical miracle in the middle 1990s, coverage 
on this theme decreased more obviously in the latter half of the 1990s and eventually 
reached a much lower rate of 10.2% in 2000 and 2001. Still, it should be noted that 
this theme was the second most prominent one overall (24.4%) in the 17 years 
studied. 
Thirdly, the "prevention-education" theme ranked the most dominant one on average 
in the whole time span studied (29.1%). At the beginning, articles on this theme, on 
one hand, kept telling people the Chinese government has established a prevention 
task force without providing any concrete information to the public about what should 
and should not be done, while, on the other hand, denying that an AIDS problem did 
exist in China. Here are some examples: 
Officials of the Ministry of Health told foreign journalists there has been no case 
of AIDS in China till now... He also estimated that there is a big probability that 
AIDS will occur in China in 2000... In order to protect public health for Chinese 
people from AIDS, a task force on AIDS has been set up by the government. (25) 
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In October 1986，a task force on AIDS was set up by the Health Department. 
Regulations to prevent AIDS' spreading to China are now being established. (26) 
Notably, this theme gained prominence steadily from the late 1990s, and reached its 
highest level in 2000 and 2001 (52.0%). At that time, articles on this theme became 
more and more specific and education-focused, providing detailed and systematic 
prevention information. For instance: 
On the morning of November more than 50 Red Cross members from over 
20 universities in Beijing went to Beijing Medical University to receive an 
accompanier training program on AIDS prevention. Replying to the question, a 
student from Renmin University of China gave a chipper answer: "HIV/AIDS 
will be spread by blood, sexual activity and mother-baby transmission. Shaking 
hands, hugging, sharing dishware, toilet facilities, swimming pools and clothes 
will not spread the virus." (27) 
It is also interesting to note the moderate emphasis People's Daily gave to the 
policy-legal aspects of the AIDS/HIV issue on average (16.9%), despite its 
party-representative and orthodox “official，，nature. Actually, in the initial stage of 
AIDS reporting, although this theme only got very low exposure, most news stories 
on this theme paid much attention to foreign countries' policies and legal cases, such 
55 
Chapter 4 - Results 
as the USA and UK's increasing budgets for AIDS prevention work, Japan's 
legislation to prevent HIV-positive foreigners from entering Japan, and India's 
prohibition of its citizen from having sexual relationships with foreigners (28). Even 
more, some contained confusing, exaggerated and scaring information. Here is an 
example: 
On the morning of July 2nd, in a hospital in Egypt's capital Cairo, an AIDS 
patient was shot to death by a guard when he tried to escape from the hospital. As 
a special legal case, he was not liable for prosecution. (29) 
But in fact, this theme increased continuously during the whole period studied and 
finally ranked second most prominent among all the themes during 2000 and 2001 
(27.6%), showing the increasing importance of this theme for this newspaper in recent 
years. In this high coverage period, stories on this theme shifted their focus from 
AIDS policy-legal issues in foreign countries to those in China, such as regulations 
and key government official's speeches about their prevention work, and agreements 
between the Chinese government and international organizations such as UNAIDS. 
More and more evidence showed that Chinese government has paid much more 
attention to the AIDS problem by making policy, enforcing administrative power, and 
expressing a much more open and down-to-the-earth attitude in international 
cooperation. 
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As the least prominent theme for People 's Daily (1.6%), "Celebrity AIDS/HIV" news 
coverage was mainly about American sports stars infected with AIDS, such as Magic 
Johnson, Arthur Ashe, boxer Tommy Morrison and diving athlete Greg Louganis. 
As another fact, the "human rights" theme only scored a low percentage (3.1%) in the 
total coverage in these 17 years, ranking the second least prominent one for this 
newspaper. Most of these reports in the early years were about human rights, and the 
living conditions and social injustice of AIDS patients in foreign countries. But in 
recent years, human rights reports have put more and more emphases on China's own 
story, although still in an abstract, superficial manner. In comparison to most reports 
of this kind in this newspaper, the following example is a rather "soft" one featuring a 
relatively humanistic perspective. 
Dr. Xu pointed out that people sometimes are prejudiced against AIDS patients 
and HIV-positives because they are used to relating AIDS to some unusual 
behavior. In fact, AIDS is also a kind of disease. To everybody, being infected 
with HIV is a miserable thing. It's unreasonable to discriminate HIV-positives. 
What we shall do is help them to solve concrete problems and stay together to 
defeat this disease. (30) 
AIDS/HIV Newsmakers (Sources and Actors) 
Just as the major themes in Part 4.1.2, the frequencies of AIDS newsmakers for 
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People 's Daily have also been grouped for an equal interval of 3 years (except the last 
group for 2000 and 2001). 
TABLE 4 
Grouped Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Makers of People 's Daily (%) 
Scientists- Policy AIDS Organi- Ordinary 
YEAR Researchers players people zations Celebrities people Other Total (No.) 
85-87 19.0 74.6 6.3 0 0 0 0 63 
88-90 34.8 56.3 6.7 2.2 0 0 0 135 
91-93 36.0 53.0 2.0 3.0 6.0 0 0 100 
94-96 38.8 53.8 2.5 0 2.5 2.5 0 80 
97-99 29.7 55.4 2.7 8.1 0 2.7 1.4 74 
00-01 11.2 63.3 8.2 8.2 0 6.1 3.1 98 
Total 28.9 58.5 4.9 3.6 1.5 1.8 0.7 550 (100%) 
Note: in order to save space, the numbers of articles in each category are not included. 
"%" = Percentage of that category in that group of years 
"AIDS people" = People living with AIDS and their families 
"Organizations" = Social organizations and activists 
N=550. 
The data in Table 4 show that policy makers were strongly dominant as newsmakers 
for People's Daily. Roughly 60% of its overall AIDS coverage focused on these 
sources and actors. They were government spokespersons, officials at various levels 
of governments or health and tourism bodies in China, politicians or government 
officials from foreign countries, and officials of international organizations such as 
UNAIDS. Actually, they were also the most prominent newsmakers for each year with 
the exception of 1996 (see Table C in Appendix). Also, no marked increase or 
decrease was observed in the dominance of policy newsmakers between 1986 and 
2001，showing policy players' continuous and stable prominence for People 's Daily. 
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Biomedical scientists and researchers were the second ranked major sources and 
actors during this period (28.9%), as well as in each group of years. They included 
scientific researchers and medical workers, as well as sociological scholars. Still, it 
should be noted that they were all "orthodox", having official backgrounds and 
affiliations. 
However, it shouldn't be denied that more and more alternative newsmakers began to 
emerge as the AIDS coverage continued. These included participants in social 
organizations, people living with AIDS and ordinary people. By the late 1990s, their 
growing presence was unmistakable, even though their voice was still weak in this 
Party-representative newspaper, and most coverage of this kind related to events in 
other countries. For instance, 
On October about 700 people lit candles beside a long red carpet in Berlin, 
Germany, to commemorate those who died from AIDS. (3i) 
4.2.2. Southern Weekend: from 1985-2001 
Also, patterns of AIDS coverage in Southern Weekend and their shifts over time will 
be examined using the same three categories as for People 's Daily. 
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Volume of AIDS Coverage 
For Southern Weekend, AIDS coverage was very rare in the first 6 years, showing the 
scant attention paid by this paper to the AIDS problem in the initial periods. But in the 
1990s, coverage began to increase quite obviously and reached a peak in 1996 
(24.8%). After the reporting volume fell back to a normal level in the late 1990s, an 
obvious increase reappeared in 2000 and 2001, showing the AIDS problem's 
regaining of prominence in this paper. 
Graph 2 
Frequencies of AIDS coverage for Southern Weekend from 1985 - 2001 
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Note: N=133; Original data could be referred to Table D in Appendix. 
Major themes of AIDS coverage 
In order to make the original data for Southern Weekend more reader-friendly, every 
three years have been grouped together as shown in Table 5 and Table 6 (original data 
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can be found in Table D and Table E in Appendix). As mentioned above, in the initial 
periods of AIDS reporting, AIDS coverage in this paper was rare and actually there 
were only 7 AIDS articles in total from 1985 to 1990. So in both Table 5 and Table 6， 
the percentages of each category in the first two groups of years were very unstable 
and lack of inductive potential. Thus, it would be unreliable and impractical to induce 
patterns of AIDS coverage in Southern Weekend for those beginning years. 
Table 5 
Grouped Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Themes in Southern Weekend (%) 
Other Human 
Medical- Policy- countries' Celebrity Prevention rights-
YEAR Scientific Legal problem AIDS -education Ethics Other Total (No.) 
8 5 - 8 7 ^ 50.0 0 50.0 0 0 0 0 2 
88-90 25.0 0 0 0 75.0 0 0 5 
91-93 40.7 11.1 11.1 7.4 11.1 14.8 3.7 27 
94-96 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.8 45.5 22.7 4.5 44 
97-99 23.1 11.5 0 0 42.3 23.1 0 26 
00-01 6.9 10.3 0 0 48.3 34.5 0 29 
Total 18.0 9.0 5.3 3.8 39.1 22.6 2.3 133 (100%) 
Note: in order to save space, the numbers of articles in each category are not included. 
"%" = Percentage of that category in the grouped years 
"Others countries' AIDS" = "Rampant AIDS and crises in other countries" 
"Human rights - Ethics" = "Human rights-ethics problem related to AIDS/HIV" 
N=133. 
However, we can find patterns of AIDS coverage in Southern Weekend from the early 
1990s to 2001. First of all, the prevention-education theme was obviously the most 
prominent theme in Southern Weekend's AIDS coverage with an extraordinarily high 
overall percentage of about 40%. Moreover, this theme consistently obtained very 
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high coverage from the middle of the 1990s to 2001 (nearly 50%) and actually ranked 
first for each year during that period (see Table E in Appendix). In the middle of the 
1990s, those articles mostly reported the results of public surveys about individuals' 
cognition, attitude and behavior related to AIDS, as well as the debates about the use 
of condoms. But from the late 1990s to 2001, they began to focus on systematic and 
detailed educational information. 
Secondly, the medical-scientific theme was also a major topic for this paper, although 
it was the third most prominent theme covered (18.0%). In the initial stages, coverage 
of this kind contained information such as the relationship of monkey blood to AIDS, 
new findings in scientific research and some strange treatment methods. With its 
continuous decline from the middle of the 1990s to 2001，coverage of topics on this 
theme shifted to doubts about treatment methods, such as Dr. David Ho's "cocktail" 
method, and to more scientific information drawn from established knowledge about 
this disease. 
The most notable finding is that Southern Weekend really devoted a large part of its 
overall AIDS coverage to the "human rights" theme (22.6%), making it the second 
prominent one in all the years. Actually, this theme gained increasing dominance from 
the middle of the 1990s and even achieved a very high coverage percentage of 34.5% 
in 2000 and 2001. As expressions of the views of individuals and even AIDS 
patients themselves in the mid-1990s in this pioneer newspaper, the following 
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examples were very representative: 
Within my personal experience, I've known two AIDS patients in our country. 
What they've encountered was really pathetic... I believe that people will be 
more tolerant and sympathetic to AIDS patients in the future, because this is 
what real, civilized people should do (32). 
Scholars point out that control of AIDS relies not only on the development of 
scientific knowledge and medical advancement, but also on tolerant social 
surroundings for AIDS patients. Now, our society is still far from being tolerant. 
We must leam to be tolerant, because good treatment of miserable people is good 
treatment to ourselves (33). 
But from the late 1990s，as such kinds of "marginal" expressions appeared more and 
more frequently in Southern Weekend, AIDS patients and their families' living 
conditions were reported, related human-rights problems were discussed, and 
humanistic ideology was advocated to a greater extent. Here are some typical 
examples: 
Two AIDS carriers were told to go home by local government after being 
diagnosed HIV-positive in an anti-drug-abuse detention center in Wuhan city. 
The government department concerned refused to serve them or provide any kind 
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of help, and even lied to them that what they had was hepatitis-III... Such actions 
by local governments in Hubei province and Wuhan city are much more horrible 
than AIDS disease itself, because they will harm the efforts being made to stop 
AIDS spreading and cause much greater threats to public health and safety. (34) 
According to the hospital notice, the 17-year-old boy infected with HIV, Song 
Pengfei，will be provided no more medicine from this May, because his family 
owes the hospital a large bill. For him, without medicine, he can do nothing but 
wait for death... (Background: he was infected during simple surgery in a local 
public hospital when he received a transfusion of blood from another 
HIV-positive boy last year.)... The third day after the Chinese Lunar New Year 
was Song Pengfei’s birthday. His parents kept weeping in their room at night. 
Song Pengfei walked in and said: "Don't cry. If nobody cares about our situation, 
then let's go home and live in our cave-house. I can herd our sheep. They will 
not reject and abandon us."... Song Pengfei's father said they have no plan to 
prosecute the hospital where his son underwent the surgery, "We have no money 
to go to court. Even if we win the case several years later, it's still very hard to 
get compensation from the court"... It's said that government in relation began to 
deal with this case (35). 
Moreover, some bold investigative reports began to emerge in this newspaper since 
mid-1990s and made it the most famous one for disclosing the AIDS problem in 
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China. They uncovered the "AIDS villages" in Henan province, where a big 
population was infected with HIV due to unsafe practices related to blood plasma 
collection. Those reports focused on these villagers' lives, the AIDS orphan crisis, and 
the problems faced by some individual scholars and volunteers who helped those 
people living with AIDS. 
As another fact, few articles on the theme of "rampant AIDS and the crisis in other 
countries" appeared in Southern Weekend. With the second lowest percentage of 
coverage as a whole (5.3%), this theme was quite a minor one in Southern Weekend, 
and reflects perhaps the fact that overall this paper did not really cover this theme. 
For Southern Weekend, "Celebrity AIDS/HIV" coverage was very light and mainly 
about American celebrities. Interestingly, one celebrity story that appeared in 
Southern Weekend in 1992 which was quoted from a foreign newspaper, reported that 
the Iraqi President, Saddam Hussein, had been infected by the HIV virus as a part of a 
plot devised by American intelligence agents. 
AIDS/HIV Newsmakers (Sources and Actors) 
As shown in Table 6，the newsmakers who dominated in Southern Weekend's AIDS 
coverage were biomedical scientists and researchers, who got 36.1% of the overall 
coverage. They remained especially dominant during the whole 1990s but began to 
lose their prominence at the end of that decade. In 2000 and 2001, they were no 
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longer dominant newsmakers and actually got the second least amount of coverage. 
But it should be noted that despite the general decline of this category of newsmaker, 
there emerged new kinds of researchers and scholars in this paper, especially from the 
late 1990s to 2001. For example, there were some individual scholars who 
volunteered to investigate the crucial situation in the "AIDS" villages and helped 
people living with AIDS. They made individual efforts to disclose the facts and 
contribute to the work of prevention without official support or resources, and even 
came under pressure from local governments from time to time. 
TABLE 6 
Grouped Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Makers of Southern Weekend (%) 
Scientists- Policy AIDS Organi- Ordinary 
YEAR Researchers players people zations Celebrities people Other Total (No.) 
85-87 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
88-90 60.0 20.0 0 20.0 0 0 0 5 
91-93 44.4 25.9 18.5 3.7 7.4 0 0 27 
94-96 45.5 11.4 15.9 4.5 6.8 9.1 6.8 44 
97-99 34.6 11.5 42.3 7.7 0.0 3.8 0 26 
00-01 6.9 10.3 65.5 13.8 0.0 3.4 0 29 
Total 36.1 14.3 31.6 7.5 3.8 4.5 2.3 133 (100%) 
Note: in order to save space, the numbers of articles in each category are not included. 
"%" = Percentage of that category in that group of years 
"AIDS people" = People living with AIDS and their families 
"Organizations" = Social organizations and activists 
N=133. 
As is evident in Table 6，policy makers were unimportant as news sources in Southern 
Weekend, with an overall coverage of 14.3%. Especially from the middle of the 1990s 
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until 2001, this category of newsmakers only got roughly 10% of the coverage on 
average, showing its relatively low status among all the newsmakers for this paper. 
In contrast, Southern Weekend gave prominence to a new breed of alternative 
newsmakers from the late 1990s, such as people living with AIDS and their families, 
as well as ordinary individuals. The voices of this surging group of spokespersons 
grew louder and louder until, finally, even people living with AIDS ranked as the 
second strongest newsmakers, with an overall percentage of 31.6%. To summarize, 
during the whole period studied, especially from the late 1990s, alternative 
newsmakers gained more and more opportunities in this paper to present their stories 
and express their opinions to the public. In fact, they were the main sources of news 
stories on the increasing "human rights" theme for this newspaper, such as villagers in 
the "AIDS villages" in Henan province, or individual scholars with no "orthodox" or 
official backgrounds. 
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Chapter 5 一 Conclusion and Discussion 
5.1. Conclusion 1 一 Latitudinal comparison of People's Daily and 
Southern Weekend 
Facts themselves have no intrinsic meaning. They take on their meaning by being 
embedded in a frame or story-line that organizes them and gives them coherence, 
emphasizing some while ignoring others (Gamson, 1989). Through the selective 
description and omission of the features of a situation, frames exert their power to 
define problems - determining what a causal agent is doing with what costs and 
benefits, usually measured in terms of common cultural values; to diagnose causes 一 
identifying the forces creating the problem; to make moral judgments - evaluating 
causal agents and their effects; and to suggest remedies - offering and justifying 
treatments for the problems and predicting their likely effects (Entman, 1993). Hence, 
a news frame can not only imply definitions about a particular topic, but also provide 
implications about the social reality and social order. 
For those two structurally different newspapers with diversified standpoints and 
observational perspectives - People's Daily and Southern Weekend - were there 
different frames toward the same topic? Indeed, diversifications of AIDS frames were 
discovered between them. 
According to the results of discourse analysis, there are three interpretive packages 
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discovered in People 's Daily, which organized the AIDS coverage of this newspaper. 
Initially, this disease was framed officially by People 's Daily as an "immoral" disease 
of "corrupted" Capitalism, which brought people in those Western countries an abyss 
of suffering. Moreover, Chinese people can be prevented from this disease by 
Socialist advantages and the "effective" actions taken by the government. With the 
AIDS problem seriously spreading throughout the whole world, including China, 
another frame became more and more dominant in this newspaper, emphasizing AIDS 
as a terror to the whole world. Within this frame, AIDS was no longer something 
unique to the capitalistic West, but a threat to the whole world. But still, the focus of 
this frame was also put onto other countries in Southern Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe 
and North America. At the same time, more and more attention of this newspaper has 
been given to China's own AIDS problem by a newly emerging frame. However, 
instead of presenting the crucial reality, urging the government to action or discussing 
practical measures, this frame put its emphasis on abstract and general reporting of 
policies and measures taken by government, and praises for "the achievements" of 
those government actions. In this package, government officials were often quoted 
from a positive perspective with appreciation, instead of being criticized for their 
breaching of duty in the AIDS crisis in rural areas. Moreover, an obscure collective 
profile of those government officials was always reported in terms of "making 
policies", “carrying out measures" and most frequently, "providing statistics". If any 
officials ever appeared in AIDS coverage with relatively clear individual images, they 
were always being "awarded" for their work by the government. 
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For Southern Weekend, it has been a different story. Other than sneering at 
Capitalism's defeat in the AIDS problem, presenting serious situations in other 
countries, or talking about China's own AIDS problem with emphasis on praising the 
government for its actions and policies, Southern Weekend defined the AIDS problem 
with dramatically different discursive frames. First of all，AIDS is an undoubted threat 
to the whole world's safety. Nobody can escape from this global war. For China, it's a 
crucial fact that the AIDS problem has already become a social problem that can't be 
covered-up or neglected anymore. Thus, what really matters is the Party-State's 
attitude towards its responsibility. "At this point in time, it may be better to make a 
self-reflection and self-criticism than to celebrate achievements" (35). During the 
process of such "self-criticism", questions and challenges about the government's 
inefficiency, irresponsibility and ideological control were occasionally implied. 
Instead, this newspaper gave high praise and appreciation to some individuals who 
contributed a lot to the war against AIDS by their personal efforts, such as bold and 
unselfish scholars and doctors who uncovered crucial facts, helped miserable families 
with AIDS, and sent educational leaflets and medicine to poor villagers using their 
own individual resource and efforts. Southern Weekend also advocated the human 
rights of people living with AIDS, by presenting their miserable living conditions 
without the protection of law and attention from government. In those discourses, 
social justice was called for and humanism was advocated. Instead of being 
immorally evaluated and abandoned, AIDS patients and HIV-positives began to get 
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opportunities to express themselves and ask for help through this "unorthodox" 
newspaper. 
Such a discursive diversification was commented on by a former senior journalist at 
Southern Weekend，Li, who became famous for his investigative reports abut the 
"AIDS villages" in Henan province and then continued his work on AIDS reporting as 
a freelance writer, as follows: 
"No matter how horrible the statistics of AIDS in foreign countries are, no 
matter how miserable those foreigners living with AIDS are, they eventually 
have no relationship to ordinary people in China. Talking about other's 
problems but avoiding facing our own, praising abstract policies and some 
leader's speech instead of discussing constructive policy-making 
recommendations... This kind of coverage can't provide help to poor villagers 
and orphans living with AIDS, nor set up an efficient preventive system and 
implement practical policies. What we want to do is provide something really 
helpful and meaningful in the war against AIDS." 
As Entman (1993) pointed out, the process of framing is to promote certain problem 
definitions, causal interpretations, moral evaluations and treatment recommendations 
by making some aspects of the issue salient. According to those different frames in 
each newspaper, the AIDS issue has been defined in different ways and evaluated 
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from diversified perspectives. Moreover, the roots of this problem have been 
interpreted contradictorily, leading to different solutions to the AIDS problem being 
suggested. Behind the dramatic difference between the frames in each paper, what we 
can find are the different principles advocated by each newspaper for organizing 
information about the reality of the AIDS problem into news coverage. By making the 
effort to avoid falling into official definitions of the AIDS problem, Southern Weekend 
itself seems to keep struggling as an active definer of this social issue, which makes it 
quite different from People 's Daily as a "mute" mirror of the Party-State. Thus, we 
can conclude that Hypothesis 1 is supported. 
5.2. Conclusion 2 — Longitudinal analysis of AIDS coverage 
patterns on both newspapers: 1985-2001 
5.2.1. People ^s Daily 
Changes of major themes over time 
According to the results of content analysis, we can find that during the 17 years from 
1985 to 2001，there have been evident shifts in the AIDS reporting emphasis of this 
paper. The major motif of AIDS stories developed from the 
none-of-my-business/it's-someone-else's-problem theme in the late 1980s，to the 
medical-scientific emphasis in the early 1990s, and in the following years to the 
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prevention-education focus which was especially prominent at the beginning of the 
new century. On the other side, the projection of AIDS as a human rights-ethics 
related phenomenon from the personal perspective of people living with AIDS and 
their families obviously lacked emphasis. 
Zhao Anping, a journalist from People 's Daily, who has focused on public health 
problems for several years recalled: 
"In the 1980s, as political evidence of the defeat of Capitalism and the victory 
of Socialism in the ideological contest between them, AIDS initially impressed 
Chinese people as the retribution for Capitalism's corruption and sexual abuse. 
Even in 1998, when I tried to report on a boy who was infected with HIV in 
hospital, his parents and the hospital all refused to be exposed to the public 
because the whole society couldn't tolerate this disease as it does today." 
Those findings are echoed by data gathered in interviews with journalists. For 
example, Ding, a senior journalist at People 's Daily who has worked for it in the 
health and medical field for about 10 years, summarized the history of this national 
Party-representative newspaper's AIDS reporting activities: 
"From the first time an AIDS story appeared in People ’s Daily till the early 
1990s, AIDS was reported to be a rampant epidemic in foreign countries 
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which caused serious social crisis in People's Daily. It's something you 
consider funny now, but it was true at that time. Then, all kinds of new 
treatments and scientific discoveries became the main body of AIDS coverage, 
because people still hoped to defeat this disease with a miracle cure. But since 
the late 1990s, we have begun to talk more about the AIDS problem in China 
rather than pointing our fingers on the Western countries that suffered from 
this disease. During that period, policy propaganda and statistical reports about 
AIDS from the government remained the main theme of People's Daily. In 
2001, there was a change." 
Other journalists from these Party-representative news media, such as Xinhua News 
Agency and China News Agency, also mentioned this change. It was the first time the 
central government organized a group of journalists from several Party-representative 
news media and news agencies to report the serious AIDS problem in Henan province. 
"That was my first time meeting an AIDS patient directly and I began to write 
something about the individuals, about the real life of those people with AIDS," said 
Ding. Accordingly, remarkable change of AIDS coverage themes did happen in this 
Party-representative newspaper, reflecting the slow but substantial shift of emphasis 
onto some "unofficial" aspects of the AIDS issue. 
Changes of Newsmakers over time 
In this study, those people who appear most often in news narratives to define AIDS 
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issue are identified as the "chief definers." Chief definers are the authorized knowers, 
the characters who speak or act in news reports and emerge as prominent figures. 
According to a study of "moral panics" in Britain (Hall, et al., 1978), the police claim 
near-monopoly definitional power in the realm of crime through their special 
professional expertise as the chief definer. Similarly, could we expect the policy 
players in the AIDS problem to claim similar advantages as chief definers in People 's 
Daily? 
The results of content analysis show that, People 's Daily heavily depended on policy 
makers as its principal AIDS news sources and actors during the whole 17 years from 
1985 to 2001, especially in the beginning years of the AIDS coverage. In the 
following years till the late 1990s, medical-scientific researchers also got plenty of 
opportunities to be spokespersons in this newspaper together with policy makers. 
During this period, other categories of newsmakers were all very marginal and 
voiceless. But from the late 1990s, although policy makers remained the undoubted 
dominant newsmakers, noticeable changes happened. A diversity of news 
spokespersons began to emerge, such as AIDS patients and ordinary people, although 
they were still marginal. 
On making government officials the absolute chief definers, Ding, the senior 
journalist at People 's Daily, explained: “Of course, government officials are always 
the number one news source for us because they are the most authoritative and 
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knowledgeable. We are People 's Daily, so we can put nothing in the paper except 
authoritative and confirmed information." 
As we know, "chief definers", whose opinions or viewpoints were recorded the most, 
were selected by journalists to help define and develop their framing judgment as a 
result of their routine relationship with news sources. During the whole 17 years 
studied, being the absolute salient sources and actors in People 's Daily, government 
officials were not only capable of explaining their own actions, but also of 
interpreting the whole situation, and eventually, of retaining their dominant 
ideological status. But from the late 1990s，especially in 2000 and 2001，voices from 
the bottom of society also emerged in this Party-representative newspaper. This was a 
substantial change, although it was still very weak. 
Findings on major themes and principle newsmakers for AIDS coverage in People 's 
Daily show that, coverage patterns in this newspaper experienced changes over time. 
Hence, Hypothesis 2a is supported. 
5.2.2. Southern Weekend 
Changes of major themes over time 
According to the results of content analysis, we can also find that, although the AIDS 
issue was seldom covered in this paper during the initial stages from 1985 to the end 
75 
. Chapter 5 - Conclusion and Discussion 
of the 1980s, there were obvious shifts in the AIDS reporting focus of this paper from 
the beginning of the 1990s to 2001. During this period, the major motif of AIDS 
stories developed from the scientific discoveries and medical progress theme in the 
early 1990s, to the prevention-education emphasis in the following years till 2001. 
The continuing big volume of coverage on this theme during this time showed its 
extreme importance to this newspaper. At the same time, it should also be noted that, 
the human rights-ethics subject of the AIDS issue gained increasing attention from 
this paper from the mid-1990s and became especially prominent at the beginning of 
the new millennium. Thus, human rights problems related to AIDS have become more 
and more emphasized by this newspaper, making its AIDS coverage much more 
attention from the public and the international community at large. 
Changes of Newsmakers over time 
Again, the principal AIDS newsmakers in Southern Weekend have also shifted during 
this long period. Scientists and researchers were the dominant news sources and 
actors during the whole 1990s. On talking about this phenomenon in Southern 
Weekend, its journalist, Li, mentioned: "When I reported about those people living 
with AIDS in the rural area of Henan province in 1998, the powerless villagers had no 
way of seeking help except by sending their own statistical results to Professor Gui 
Xi'en in Wuhan city. Thus, Prof. Gui became an important source for my report. What 
we cared about was the real life of those individuals involved in this epidemic. Who 
has the most comprehensive and objective information about it? It's the scientific 
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researchers and professionals who have established direct contact with those people 
with AIDS. Consequently, people like Prof. Gui became our sources." 
But in 2000 and 2001, this category of newsmakers dramatically decreased to be a 
very small one. Instead, Southern Weekend came to depend more and more on people 
living with AIDS, ordinary individuals and the activities of independent social 
organizations as principal news sources and actors from the late 1990s to 2001. 
Actually, they got extremely high exposure and became the absolutely dominant 
newsmakers in 2000 and 2001. Thus, a fairly scattered source-actor structure 
developed in Southern Weekend from the mid-1990s to 2001, by which alternative 
sources made their voices heard and advocacies expressed, especially from the late 
1990s. By such a process over time, Southern Weekend became "a site on which 
various social groups, institutions, and ideologies struggle over the definition and 
construction of social reality" (Gurevitch & Levy, 1985, p. 7). 
Findings about major news themes and newsmakers showed that the patterns of AIDS 
coverage in Southern Weekend also experienced shifts over time, supporting our 
Hypothesis 2b. 
5.3. Discussion of reasons 
The determinant factors that have influence on media content have been amply 
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discussed in previous studies. For example, Epstein (1973) and Gans (1979) proposed 
several factors such as journalistic norms, organizational news routines, production 
costs, and political sensitivities，which interact with each other to decide "what's the 
news". Gamson and Modigliani (1989) argued for three sets of determinants: cultural 
resonance, sponsor enterprise, media organization and practice. More systematically, 
Shoemaker and Reese (1996) suggested a comprehensive model that is composed of 
influences from individual media workers, influences from media routine, 
organizational influences, influences from outside the media organization, and the 
influence of ideology. 
For this study, the basic factor of AIDS coverage shifting over time is an undeniable 
fact, that is, the overwhelming spread of the AIDS epidemic in China has convinced 
the CCP and central government that its political strategy to ignore this severe social 
problem is untenable. Besides this, considering some characteristics of the unique 
context in China and the special issue of AIDS in discussion, two prominent factors 
will be discussed here. 
Diversifying ideologies 
Essentially, once some aspect of an issue is made more salient than others, this 
selected amplification becomes a "spiral" (Reese & Buckalew，1995) when adopted 
by the public and reported as news. As a result, definitions of the AIDS problem are 
78 
. Chapter 5 - Conclusion and Discussion 
the result of self-changing ideologies and the tension between them, while media play 
as a discursive contestation platform for various definers' advocacies. So, it is not 
surprising to discover these different definitions of the AIDS problem held by 
different definers in these two papers, as well as the shifts in the patterns of the 
coverage over time, since ideology itself has diversified and changed during the last 
two decades in China. 
As the Party's number-one mouthpiece, People ’s Daily amplified the definitions of the 
AIDS problem advanced by the CCP and the government, making its AIDS coverage 
a direct projection of the official ideology towards the pandemic. Chi, a senior 
journalist from China News Agency made a good point about this uncontested fact: 
"The Chinese government's denial of the AIDS problem existing in China led 
directly to the dangerous situation at the present... In China, if the government 
doesn't want to talk about something, journalists won't do so. The attitude of 
the media is decided by the government. If the government had admitted this 
problem earlier and let the public know more about it, the situation would be 
less dangerous . . . " 
Also, several interviewees from Party-representative media organizations mentioned 
the same phenomenon: even today, all kinds of "orders", "regulations", "instructions" 
and even "verbal notices to chief editors" are always being issued to "big" 
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Party-representative media outlets by the Propaganda Department of the CCP, 
regulating those media's coverage on "important" issues that are related to social 
stability, state security and criticism of Party-State leaders, including the AIDS 
problem. 
Although the official ideology has remained the absolute guideline for People 's Daily 
during the whole process of AIDS reporting, it seemed to have a few changes in some 
aspects, for example, holding a more objective and active attitude towards the AIDS 
problem. But towards such a change, Chi, echoed by other journalists interviewed, 
commented: 
"Why didn't the government prohibit the media from covering this problem in 
recent years? Firstly, the fact is too serious to be denied. Secondly, the 
government would like to let the public know about some achievements of 
their several years' prevention work. Thirdly, they need to apply for grants 
from UNAIDS and other international organizations by admitting the situation 
in China. If you ask me, are there really diversifications among different media 
outlets? Is the situation changing essentially? My answer is no. The 
government is still the director who will tell you when to open your mouth and 
what to say. I don't think there will be a real marketized media system for 
China's media." 
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In contrast, Southern Weekly, as a well known unofficial and commercially-successful 
paper which has built up its reputation gradually among Chinese intellectuals and 
ordinary people through investigation and exposure of social problems and criticism 
of government (especially local governments), defines the AIDS problem in a way 
that is a good reflection of the "alternative", "marginal" and "unorthodox" ideologies 
held by the professionals and individuals from the bottom of society. With the 
economic development in China, some stratification of society has taken place. Voices 
from different social "levels" have got more and more chances to be heard through 
media outlets, especially the "marginal", "unorthodox" ones like Southern Weekend, 
as a representation of power expression (Bu, 2002). The journalist from Southern 
Weekend, Li, confirmed such a change for Southern Weekend based on his 
professional experience: 
"For the AIDS problem, government officials are certainly very important for 
our reporting. Their attitude, their actions, their policies are all important. But 
there is something else. There are poor villagers infected with AIDS who need 
medicine, money and care. There are doctors who produced leaflets containing 
AIDS prevention knowledge and who sent them to people in rural places using 
their own resources. There are individual scholars who conducted research 
under all kinds of pressure. There are many other stories, some even more 
intriguing." 
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Thus, while the orthodox Party-State ideology remains highly authoritative, 
self-retaining and with a tight hold over Party-representative media such as People ’s 
Daily, something new is happening. Diversified ideologies exist together, compete 
with each other, interact with the whole environment, and shape the changing picture 
of AIDS coverage with more and more diversification. 
Different journalistic routine and "professionalism" 
Media routine is one of the forces lying behind media content (Shoemaker & Reese， 
1996). The routines perspective, in particular, draws attention to the objectives and 
procedures of workers in organizations as they engage in their professional tasks. 
Routines are linked to content, providing the underpinnings for ideological frames of 
reference. These routines structure reporting, impose their own logic, and work 
against alternative frameworks, contributing to the media coverage. 
Journalists from Party-representative media organizations like People 's Daily rely on 
a routine relationship with official sources, carry out reporting activities closely 
according to Party-State instructions, and fulfill the traditional "Party-journalism". 
For such journalists, most of their China AIDS reports come from governmental 
meetings about the AIDS problem, from statistics provided by government 
departments, or from some collective reporting activities organized by government. 
They seldom conceive news ideas by themselves, dig out irregular news sources, 
make independent investigations, or launch debate among different parties of opinion. 
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As a result, the principles of "Party-journalism" and "Party-propaganda" have already 
been internalized in their minds, just like Ding，the senior journalist from People 's 
Daily, said: 
It's not necessary to tell the public the whole truth because some facts may 
bring trouble to our society. I've reported without any reservation about the 
severe situation in some areas and the horrible statistics about AIDS in Nei 
Can {Internal Reference) (36). But such reports should not and will never 
appear in People 's Daily. For us, this is the right way to speak about the reality 
and the problems - to the "upper" organization, to the Party and central 
government, because this kind of information is not appropriate for 
dissemination to the public. 
He, a photo journalist who has worked for Xinhua News Agency for about thirty years, 
provided an extreme example. He described his recent work on AIDS in such a way: 
We will "cooperate" with their (referring to the CCP and government) 
instructions and parrot their policies. Lowbrow gossip will never be reported 
by us, that's capitalistic s tuff . . . If I write stories about those AIDS people, I'll 
focus on the attention paid by our Party and government to them. Xinhua 
News Agency is the mouthpiece of the Party, and we have our own principles. 
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In his version of "professionalism", a propagandist for the Party-State and a good 
journalist is an educator of the people. 
For the pioneer newspaper Southern Weekend, journalistic routine is quite different 
from that of People 's Daily. Journalists for this organization always design their own 
reporting plan for AIDS topics, dig out special stories, conduct independent 
investigations, exploit diversified news sources, conduct interviews with scholars and 
doctors with something different to say from the official reports, and write features 
abut individuals living with AIDS. What they want to do is not simply to repeat what 
the Party-State says, but to provide something with news worthiness. Zhen, a famous 
female journalist from Southern Weekend who established her name by AIDS reports, 
led a group to conduct an influential series of AIDS reports on International AIDS 
Day in 2000. She explained their selection of reporting frames in such a way: 
At that time, we found that there was no comprehensive report about the AIDS 
epidemic in China on any media. The Party's media kept on repeating some 
abstract and unreliable statistics, while some irresponsible local media were 
just interested in telling exciting stories about AIDS, sex, blood and death. So 
we decided to conduct a series of reports about the situation in China as a 
whole, as well as stories from the powerless group of people living with AIDS. 
This was something new. 
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Far from being "Party-propagandists", these journalists hold a totally different 
concept of "professionalism", because in their dictionary, words like "truth" and 
"objectiveness" are carefully highlighted. Shou, a young female journalist who wrote 
several influential articles about AIDS for this newspaper during the late 1990s when 
Southern Weekend became known for its investigative reporting, explained just why 
she made those reports: 
I reported the real life of several individuals infected by HIV because it was 
the truth. I needed to tell the public there did exist such people and how they 
lived... 
I don't think I am a mouthpiece for the Party and the government. To me, a 
good journalist is one who tells the truth to the public and reports problems in 
society from original and constructive perspectives." 
From diversified journalistic routine practiced under different understandings of 
"professionalism", quite different versions of AIDS stories will definitely be 
published in these two newspapers, providing information from different aspects and 
perspectives, implying different "meanings" and advocating different ideologies. 
5.4. Implications 
Reese (1997) maintains that frames are about something bigger than an individual 
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story. Similarly, Gitlin (1980) asserts that analysts of the news media should always 
ask what influence do frames make for the larger world? This is also what we are 
concerned about. Here, we try to discuss it in terms of the implications of the findings 
in this study. 
In some Western countries, researchers have discovered that the AIDS story is no 
longer an attention getter in the newsroom, as evidenced by the declining coverage 
since the 1990s (Bardhan, 2001). But the opposite is true for China. As the scientific 
community failed to find a medical cure for AIDS/HIV, along with the AIDS problem 
becoming too great and complex to ignore in Asia and China, the Chinese government 
has begun since the late 1990s to launch AIDS prevention campaigns extensively. But 
still, the Chinese government's public acknowledge of the extent of the country's 
AIDS problem via mainstream media has just begun, and the preventive messages and 
educational information have been far from plenty or far-reaching. So, the first 
important implication we can draw from this study is that more attention should be 
given to the aspects of AIDS/HIV that are being neglected in the current coverage, 
including prevention education and a focus on alternative news makers, with a 
down-to-earth attitude, especially by "orthodox" Party-representative news media. As 
the epidemic begins to threaten the whole nation, it is time for China to put aside its 
ideological considerations in this area and learn from the experience of other countries. 
Just as Ding, the journalist from People 's Daily, anticipated there should be 
continuous change in People 's Daily - more coverage on AIDS, more open discussion, 
86 
. Chapter 5 - Conclusion and Discussion 
and bolder opinions. 
Secondly, the framing perspective assumes that no representation of a social 
phenomenon in the media text can be value-free, so news media content is inevitably 
the result of a process by which meaning is constructed. With the premise that balance 
and objectivity are commonly-accepted journalistic standards, framing theory 
emphasizes the "distortion" and construction of reality by the selection and emphasis 
of some aspects of a social issue as a result of "objective" journalistic practice. But 
within the media system in China, always under the tight control of the Party-State, 
balance and objectivity have not been accepted as journalistic and legal standards in 
the way they have been in the USA and some other countries (Epstein, 1974; Hackett, 
1984; McManus, 1991; Tuchman，1972). It can be found in this study that, 
independent journalistic professionalism has not been established in China, especially 
in traditional Party-representative media organizations like People 's Daily, so framing 
of the AIDS issue in People 's Daily is essentially the result of Party-State ideological 
control rather than of journalists' independent professional work. Consequently, for 
the discussion of news frames in media outlets like People 's Daily, addressing 
journalistic professional practice and routine as the major driving power of 
social-reality construction may be idealistic and impractical. Originating from the 
subordinative relationship of mass media to the Party-State in China, this 
characteristic phenomenon should be taken into account in future framing analyses of 
a non-diversified society like China. 
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Thirdly, the relationship between the Party-State and the media in China is 
undergoing a subtle, but substantial change. As shown in this study, the fragmentation 
and diversification of China's media structure have begun to produce some "new" 
kinds of media outlets that deviate away from the "orthodox" Party-State ideological 
track, to different extents. For example, locally published, politically marginal and 
commercially successful newspapers, such as Southern Weekend，have been emerging 
and presenting a different picture and different voices in the portrayal of AIDS/HIV. 
Such newspapers gained power from the market and sometimes got protection from 
local authorities from punishment by the CCP for some "intolerable" reports 
published from time to time (Wu, 2000). As those newspapers found more and more 
space to create ideological innovation from their position at the political periphery 
(He, 2001), they began to exert influence on their own local authorities, local 
authorities in other places, and the central authorities. Just as we found in the 
interviews with journalists, although it remained a common notion among journalists 
from Party-representative news media like People�Daily that media can only talk 
about what the government and the Party want them to, journalists from media like 
Southern Weekend all believe that - media, especially media like their own, have 
tremendous power to urge the government to pay attention to important issue like 
AIDS, as well as transforming "orthodox" ideology, to some extent. 
Finally, with the fragmentation and stratification of Chinese society, framing of AIDS 
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problem in China has become a complicated process of social problem's definition, 
which is attended by "orthodox" power elites and emerging "newcomers". 
According to Spector and Kitsuse (1977), social problems are defined as group 
activities to make advocacies and claims. They argued, the key point for a theory of 
social problems is to explain the emergence, maintenance, and history of 
claim-making and responding activities. In this study, more than simply being a 
disease or a biomedical phenomenon, AIDS' representations and definitions in 
China's newspapers were socially constructed and ideologically framed according to 
the imperatives of Chinese society. Moreover, with Chinese society becoming more 
and more diversified, the media as the framing site provide different interests groups 
and ideologies a forum to make their claims regarding a social problem. 
For Party-representative news media like People 's Daily, Xinhua News Agency and 
China News Agency, the institutional powers in society, whether police, 
administration, or military, still act as the primary definers, setting the limits of 
discussion when social problems or crises emerge. As Hall et al. argued (1978), the 
major power of media lies in reproducing the definitions of the powerful. Media of 
this nature stand in secondary, structured subordination to these primary definers. 
But we can also find that, redefinition of a social problem like AIDS began to emerge 
in some "unofficial" and commercially-successful media like Southern Weekend, As 
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some scholars noted, an old definition of a social problem and its concomitant policy 
solution tend to persist among significant actors unless an agenda for change is built 
that compels the serious attention of interested associations and government (Cobb & 
Elder, 1983; Elder & Cobb，1984; Gusfield, 1981，Kingdon，1984). The findings of 
this study show that alternative and competing representations of the AIDS issue have 
emerged in the media, such as the Southern Weekend. However, according to 
interview data, ordinary individuals, intermediate organisations and aggrieved citizens 
with concern for the AIDS issue are inactive in the process of defining AIDS 
discourse in such alternative media content. These groups and individuals seldom 
advocate alternative discourses towards the AIDS issue through conducting social 
movements and public relation activities and this makes the AIDS issue different from 
some other politically and culturally insensitive issues, such as environmental 
protection, consumer rights protection and the like, in which individuals and 
organizations do play an active role in constructing discourses. Instead, this study 
finds that intermediate organizations still play a relatively weak role in defining 
politically and culturally sensitive social topics like AIDS, indicating that a civil 
society - in the Western liberal tradition - is inconceivable at the present stage. 
Nevertheless, we can confirm that, on one hand, these phenomena are essentially the 
result of a changing social composition and power distribution, reflecting the tension 
between traditional power elites and new ideological advocacies on the mass media as 
a discursive site. But on the other hand, the contestation of diversified ideological 
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advocacies in the mass media is a propelling force for the process of social 
recomposition to some extent, resulting in increased opportunities for more diverse 
voices to be heard through an increasing number of peripheral channels, as an 
expression of power. 
A major limitation of this study is the insufficient examination of journalistic framing 
practices and a more in-depth examination of framing practice in journalistic routines 
can serve to make the understanding of frame building process more substantial. In 
addition, based on experiences gained through conducting in-depth interviews for this 
study, it is felt that interview design could be further improved for future studies. 
Moreover, due to the difficulty of extracting data about journalistic routines from 
formal interview scenarios, participant observation could be employed as it would be 
a better research method for the exploration of how framing practices emerge in 
journalistic routines. 
In term of a social problem like AIDS, another level of framing analysis — frame 
setting, that is, media frames' effects on audience frames when individuals interpret 
information - may need further research attention. Previous studies suggest that, in 
some circumstances, news framing may be particularly influential on audience 
framing, for example, when news media are the main source of information, when 
there is little direct experience or personal history that provides alternative 
information, and when independent cognitive frames of the audience are absent or 
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weakly developed (Entman, 1993; Graber, 1988). So, based on this study's findings 
about media frames on the AIDS issue, more research can be conducted to identify 
audience frames about the AIDS issue in China and their shifts over time, as well as to 
investigate the relationship between media frames and audience frames on the AIDS 





(1) It should be noted that the People's Daily is a daily newspaper and the Southern 
Weekend is a weekly publication, leading to the possibility that differences in 
production routines may influence the framing of news and hence, the results of 
this study. But according to the theoretical framework in this study of the 
state-media relationship in China, differences between news coverage on a social 
problem like AIDS in newspapers is fundamentally determined by the extent to 
which the two media organizations are controlled by the Party-state. To test this 
framework, this study requires two newspaper samples representing both the 
orthodox Party-state ideology and an unofficial heterodox ideology, which are 
represented here by the People 's Daily and Southern Weekend respectively. I argue 
that the selection of these two papers represent the best possible samples for 
several reasons. Firstly, according to findings of previous studies and in-depth 
interview data, Southern Weekend is widely regarded to be the most representative 
newspaper advocating unofficial and alternative ideology towards a social 
problem like AIDS while the People 's Daily represents the orthodox Party view. 
Secondly, as the weekly Southern Weekend represents a rare case of a nationally 
influential ideological heterodox newspaper, and as there are few nationally 
influential orthodox weekly newspapers that can be used to compare with the 
Southern Weekend, I have selected People，s Daily, the most influential national 
Party-representative newspaper. Finally, their representativeness and 
comparability on AIDS issue are supported by most informants in in-depth 
interviews, who insisted that the Party-representative characteristics of People ’s 
Daily and the unofficial standpoint of Southern Weekend are the dominant 
determinants in their news selection and framing process, instead of their 
publishing periods. 
(2) People 's Daily (04-02-1987). AIDS disturbance in Kobe. p.7. 




(4) Southern Weekend (27-11-1998). Cannot condoms prevent AIDS? p.3. 
(5) Southern Weekend (29-11-1996). The AIDS pandemic in China, p.l. 
(6) Southern Weekend (03-10-1997). A secret visit to the AIDS villages in western 
Yunan province, p.l. 
(7) Southern Weekend (15-03-2000). Investigation of the AIDS problem in the 
Shangluo Area. p.l. 
(8) Southern Weekend (20-12-2001). I'd rather not understand, p.5; Southern Weekend 
(27-12-2001). The humanism of condoms, p.6. 
(9) Southern Weekend (11-09-1998). ‘Act on blood donation of People's Republic of 
China' takes effect from October p.2. 
(10) Southern Weekend (27-11-1998). Cannot condoms prevent AIDS? p.3. 
(11) For example, see Southern Weekend (29-09-2001). Revisit to AIDS villages, p.3. 
(12) Southern Weekend (11-09-1998). 'Act on blood donation of People's Republic of 
China' takes effect from October p.2; Southern Weekend (25-12-1998). Such 
treatment towards AIDS patients, p. 12; Southern Weekend, (30-04-1999). The 
plight and outlets of AIDS. p. 1. 
(13) Southern Weekend (08-06-2001). The different fates of two AIDS patients, p.4. 
(14) For example, see Southern Weekend (30-04-1999). AIDS Boy. p. 1 
(15) For example, see Southern Weekend (15-03-2000). Investigation of the AIDS 
problem in the Shangluo Area. p. 1. 
(16) For example, see Southern Weekend(06-01 -1998). Boosting to Death, p.l. 
(17) For example, see Southern Weekend (26-09-1997). One day of AIDS, Dr. Xu 
Lianzhi. p.3. 
(18) For example, see Southern Weekend (29-11-2001). Zhang Beichuan: Health 
problem of homosexuals, p.3. 
(19) For example, see Southern Weekend (29-11-2001). Gui Xien: I can't remain 
indifferent, p.2. 
(20) Southern Weekend (27-12-2001). The top ten outstanding communicator 2001. 
p.5. 
(21) People 's Daily (14-04-1987). 450,000: AIDS patients in the world, p.7. 
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(22) People ’s Daily (22-08-1989). A generation of AIDS orphan, p.7 
(23) People's Daily (19-06-1987). The reflection on AIDS, p.7 
(24) People ’s Daily (19-09-1988). Is AIDS caused by love? p.8. 
(25) People's Daily (31-10-1986). Officials in the Health Ministry claim there is no 
AIDS case found in China, p. 1. 
(26) People 's Daily (05-04-1987). One AIDS case was imported into China, p. 4. 
(27) People's Daily (29-11-1999). Stay away from AIDS. p.5. 
(28) People's Daily (01-12-1988). Stop the spreading of AIDS. p.7. 
(29) People's Daily (06-07-1988). An AIDS patient was shot down in Egypt, p.6. 
(30) People ’s Daily (04-12-2000). Education is the key to AIDS prevention, p. 5. 
(31) People 's Daily (02-121999). Photograph news. p.7. 
(32) Southern Weekend (2-02-1996). Not the defense for AIDS patients, p . l l . 
(33) Southern Weekend(29-11-1996). Learn to be tolerant, p . l l . 
(34) For example, see Southern Weekend (25-12-1998). Such a treatment towards 
AIDS patients! p. 12. 
(35) For example, see Southern Weekend (01-12-2000). A teenager with AIDS. p.2. 
(36) Nei Can {Internal Reference). A kind of materials written by journalists of 
Party-representative media outlets for senior leaders of the CCP and governmental 
officials, usually containing information about social problem and serious disaster, 
which is regarded to be "unsuitable" to expose on mass media for the public. 
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Appendix 一 Supplementary Tables 
Table A 
Frequencies of AIDS coverage in People 's Daily 
People's Daily 
YEAR No. Percentage (%) 
0 0 
1986 10 1.8 
1987 53 9.6 
1988 56 10.2 
1989 44 8.0 
1990 35 6.4 
1991 29 5.3 
1992 34 6.2 
1993 37 6.7 
1994 31 5.6 
1995 24 4.4 
1996 25 4.5 
1997 26 4.7 
1998 23 4.2 
1999 25 4.5 
2000 36 6.5 
2001 62 11.3 
Total 550 100 
Note: 
No = number of articles 
% = number of articles in that year / total numbers in all years 
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TABLEB 
Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Themes in People 's Daily (%) 
H J. 1 Other … k V r» Human 
Medical- „ , , • Celebrity Prevention . 
YEAR � .丄 P o l i c y - l e g a l countries' . „ , rights- Other Total 
Scientific J b AIDS -Education ® . 
problem Ethics 
No. 
1985 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1986 10.0 0 80.0 0 10.0 0 0 10 
1987 15.1 5.7 62.3 0 9.4 3.8 3.8 53 
1988 35.7 1.8 37.5 0 19.6 0 3.6 56 
1989 27.3 13.6 31.8 0 18.2 6.8 2.3 44 
1990 25.7 11.4 28.6 0 20.0 8.6 5.7 35 
1991 24.1 13.8 34.5 3.4 24.1 0 0 29 
1992 41.2 11.8 17.6 2.9 20.6 0 5.9 34 
1993 29.7 18.9 8.1 10.8 24.3 0 8.1 37 
1994 25.8 29.0 9.7 0 29.0 0 6.5 31 
1995 16.7 25.0 16.7 8.3 20.8 4.2 8.3 24 
1996 52.0 8.0 0 4.0 32.0 4.0 0 25 
1997 15.4 26.9 3.9 0 50.0 0 3.8 26 
1998 30.4 21.7 0 0 43.5 4.3 0 23 
1999 24.0 32.0 0 0 36.0 4.0 4.0 25 
2000 11.1 30.6 0 0 50.0 2.8 5.6 36 
2001 9.7 25.8 0 0 53.2 6.5 4.8 62 
Total ^ 16.9 20.5 1.6 29.1 3.1 4.2 550(100%) 
Note: in order to save space, numbers of articles of each category in each year are not 
included. 
"No." = numbers of articles 
‘‘％，’ = number of articles of that category in that year / total number of articles in that year 
“Others countries' AIDS" = "Rampant AIDS and crises in other countries" 
"Human rights - Ethics" = "Human rights-ethics problems related to AIDS/HIV" 
N=550. 
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TABLEC 
Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Makers in People 's Daily (%) 
_ _ Resear- Policy AIDS Organi- Celebritie Ordinar ^ , ^ , 
YEAR , Other Total 
chers players people zations s y people 
No. 
1985 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1986 20.0 70.0 10.0 0.0 0 0 0 10 
1987 18.9 75.5 5.7 0.0 0 0 0 53 
1988 35.7 58.9 3.6 1.8 0 0 0 56 
1989 34.1 56.8 9.1 0.0 0 0 0 44 
1990 34.3 51.4 8.6 5.7 0 0 0 35 
1991 27.6 65.5 3.4 0.0 3.4 0 0 29 
1992 47.1 50.0 0.0 0.0 2.9 0 0 34 
1993 32.4 45.9 2.7 8.1 10.8 0 0 37 
1994 32.3 67.7 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 31 
1995 29.2 58.3 4.2 0.0 8.3 0 0 24 
1996 56.0 32.0 4.0 0.0 0 8.0 0 25 
1997 19.2 69.2 0.0 11.5 0 0 0 26 
1998 39.1 47.8 8.7 4.3 0 0 0 23 
1999 32.0 48.0 0.0 8.0 0 8.0 4.0 25 
2000 13.9 63.9 5.6 8.3 0 5.6 2.8 36 
2001 9.7 62.9 9.7 8.1 0 6.5 3.2 62 
Total 28.9 58.5 4.9 3.6 1.5 1.8 0.7 550(100%) 
Note: in order to save space, numbers of articles of each category in each year are not 
included. 
"No." = number of articles 
"%" = number of articles of that category in that year / total number of articles in that year 
"Researchers" = Scientist and researchers 
"AIDS people，’ = People living with AIDS and their families 
"Organizations" = Social organizations and activists 
N=550. 
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Table D 
Frequencies of AIDS coverage for Southern Weekend 
Southern Weekend 
YEAR No. Percentage (%) 
i ^ 
1986 1 0.8 
1987 0 0 
1988 3 2.3 
1989 1 0.8 
1990 1 0.8 
1991 3 2.3 
1992 16 12.0 
1993 8 6.0 
1994 3 2.3 
1995 8 6.0 
1996 33 24.8 
1997 10 7.5 
1998 7 5.3 
1999 9 6.8 
2000 11 8.3 
2001 18 13.5 
Total 133 m 
Note: 
No = number of articles 
% = number of articles in that year / total numbers in all years 
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TABLEE 
Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Themes in Southern Weekend (%) 
" 1 Other ^ , , „ ‘. Human 
_ n Medical- „ , , 广,Celebr i ty Prevention . , ^ _ ^ , 
YEAR � . Policy-legal c o u n t r i e s ' 八 了 八 。 r i g h t s - Other Total 
Scientific H AIDS -Education _ , . 
problem Ethics 
No. 
1985 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1986 0 0 100.0 0 0 0 0 1 
1987 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1988 33.3 0 0 0 66.7 0 0 3 
1989 0 0 0 0 100.0 0 0 1 
1990 0 0 0 0 100.0 0 0 1 
1991 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
1992 37.5 0 18.8 12.5 6.3 18.8 6.3 16 
1993 25.0 37.5 0 0 25.0 12.5 0 8 
1994 0 0 0 0 100.0 0 0 3 
1995 0 12.5 0 12.5 37.5 25.0 12.5 8 
1996 9.1 6.1 9.1 6.1 42.4 24.2 3.0 33 
1997 30.0 10.0 0 0 30.0 30.0 0 10 
1998 28.6 14.3 0 0 42.9 14.3 0 7 
1999 11.1 11.1 0 0 55.6 22.2 0 9 
2000 9.1 9.1 0 0 45.5 36.4 0 11 
2001 5.6 11.1 0 0 50.0 33.3 0 18 
Total 18.0 9.0 5.3 3.8 39.1 22.6 2.3 133 (100%) 
Note: "No." = numbers of articles 
"o/o" = number of articles of that category in that year / total number of articles in that year 
"Others countries' AIDS" = "Rampant AIDS and crises in other countries" 




Appendix - Supplementary Tables 
TABLEF 
Frequencies for Main AIDS/HIV News Makers in Southern Weekend (%) 
Resear- Policy AIDS Organi- Celebri- Ordinary � �， 
YEAR , � � ^ . , Other Total 
chers players people zations ties people 
No. 
1985 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1986 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1987 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1988 66.7 0 0 33.3 0 0 0 3 
1989 0 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1990 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
1991 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
1992 37.5 25.0 18.8 6.3 12.5 0 0 16 
1993 37.5 37.5 25.0 0 0 0 0 8 
1994 66.7 0 0 33.3 0 0 0 3 
1995 37.5 25.0 12.5 12.5 12.5 0 0 8 
1996 45.5 9.1 18.2 0 6.1 12.1 9.1 33 
1997 50.0 10.0 20.0 20.0 0 0 0 10 
1998 42.9 14.3 28.6 0 0 14.3 0 7 
1999 11.1 11.1 77.8 0 0 0 0 9 
2000 9.1 9.1 72.7 0 0 9.1 0 11 
2001 5.6 11.1 61.1 22.2 0 0 0 18 
Total 36.1 14.3 31.6 7.5 3.8 4.5 2.3 133 (100%) 
Note: in order to save space, numbers of articles of each category in each year are not 
included. 
"No." = number of articles 
"%" = number of articles of that category in that year / total number of articles in that year 
"Researchers" = Scientist and researchers 
"AIDS people" = People living with AIDS and their families 





Albert, E. (1986). Acquired immune deficiency syndrome: The victim and the press. 
Studies in Communication, 3, 135-158. 
Andsager, J. L.，& Powers，A. (1999). Social or economic concerns: How news and 
women's magazines framed breast cancer in the 1990s. Journalism and Mass 
Communication Quarterly, 76(3), 531-530. 
Andsager, J. L. (2000). How interest groups attempt to shape public opinion with 
competing news frames. Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly, 77(3)， 
577-592. 
Bardhan, N. (2001). Transnational AIDS-HIV news narratives: A critical exploration 
of overarching frames. Mass Communication and society, 4(3), 283-309. 
Berkowitz, D. (1992). Non-routine news and newswork: Exploring a what-a-story. 
Journal of Communication, 42(1), 82-94. 
Bennett, W. L. (1988). News: The politics of illusion (2nd ed.). New York: Longman. 
Blumler, J. G.，& Gurevitch，M. (1975). Toward a comparative framework for political 
communication research. In Steven H. C. (Eds.), Political communication: Issues 
and strategies for research (pp. 165-194). Sage Annual Reviews of 
Communication Research’ 4. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage. 
Bu, W. (2002). Health communication and AIDS reporting. Paper presented at 
National Conference on AIDS News Reporting, Beijing, October 21. 
102 
Bibliography 
Cappella, J. N.，& Jamieson，K. H. (1996). News frames, political cynicism, and 
media cynicism. Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, 546, 71-84. 
Cappella, J. N.，& Jamieson，K. H. (1997). Spiral of cynicism: The press and the 
public good. New York: Oxford University Press. 
CCTV-1 (2002). "More than one million population infected with AIDS." Night News 
Report, December 1. 
Chan, J. M. (1994). Commercialization without independence: Media development in 
China. In Cheng, J. and Brosseau，M. (Ed.), China Review 1993. Hong Kong: 
Chinese University Press. 
Chang, H. J. (2002). AIDS awareness public service announcements in Hong Kong, 
1987-2001: A descriptive analysis with a cognitive paradigm. Paper presented at 
the International Communication Association Conference, July, Seoul. 
Chen, H. L. & Chan, J. M. (1998). Bird-caged press freedom in China. In Cheng, J. 
(Ed.), China in the Post-Deng Era. Hong Kong: Chinese University Press. 
Clarke, J. N. (1992). Cancer, heart disease, and AIDS: What do the media tell us about 
these diseases? Health Communication, 4(2)，105-120. 
Colby, D.’ & Cook, T. (1991). Epidemics and agendas: The politics of nightly news 
coverage of AIDS. Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, 16(2), 215-249. 
Cohen, S. & Young, J. (1981). The manufacturing of news: Social problems, deviance, 
and the mass media. London: Constable. 
D'Angelo, P. (2002). News framing as a multiparadigmatic research program: A 
response to Entman. Journal of Communication, 52(4), 870-888. 
103 
Bibliography 
Domke, D., McCoy, K.，& Torres, M. (1999). News media, racial perceptions, and 
political cognition. Communication Research, 26(5), 570-607. 
Domke, D., Shah, D., & Wackman, D. B. (1998). "Moral referendums": Values, news 
media, and the process of candidate choice. Political Communication, 15(3), 
301-321. 
Durham, F. D. (1998). News frames as social narratives: TWA flight 800. Journal of 
Communication, 48 (3), 100-117. 
Edelman, M. J. (1993). Contestable categories and public opinion. Political 
Communication, 10(3)，231-242. 
Ellis, D. G. (1992). From language to communication. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 
Entman, R. M. (1989). Democracy without citizens: Media and the decay of American 
politics. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Entman, R. (1991). Framing US coverage of international news: Contrasts in 
narratives of the KAL and Iran air incidents. Journal of Communication, 41(4), 
6-27. 
Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward clarification of a fractured paradigm. 
Journal of Communication, 43(4), 51-58. 
Entman, R. M. & Page, B. 1. (1994). The news before the storm: The Iraq war debate 
and the limits to media independence. In W. L. Bennett & D. L. Paletz (Eds.), 
Taken by storm: The media, public opinion, and U.S. foreign policy in the Gulf 
War (pp.82-101). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Esser, F. & D'Angelo，P. (2003). Framing the press and the publicity process: A 
104 
Bibliography 
content analysis of meta-coverage in campaign 2000 network news. American 
Behavioral Scientist, 46 (5), 617-641. 
Fiske, J.，& Taylor，S. E. (1991). Social cognition. New York: McGraw-Hill. 
Fishman, M. (1980). Manufacturing the news. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press. 
Freimuth，V. S., Greenberg, R. H.’ DeWitt, J., & Romano，R. M. (1984). Covering 
cancer: newspapers and the public interest. Journal of Communication, 34(1), 
62-73. 
Gamson, W. A. (1988). The 1987 distinguished lecture: A constructionist approach to 
mass media and public opinion. Symbolic Interaction, 11，161-174. 
Gamson, W. A. (1989). News as framing: Comments on Graber. American Behavioral 
Scientist, 33(2)，157-166. 
Gamson, W. A. (1992). Talking politics. New York: Cambridge University press. 
Gamson, W. A. & Lasch，K. E. (1983). The political culture of social welfare policy. 
In Spiro, S. E. & Yuchtman-Yaar, E. (Ed.), Evaluating the welfare state: Social 
and political perspectives (pp. 397-415). New York: Academic Press. 
Gamson, W. A. & Modigliani, A. (1987). The changing culture of affirmative action. 
In R. G. Braungart & M. M. Braungart (Eds.)，Research in political sociology 
(Vol. 3，pp. 137-177). Greenwich, CT: JAI Press. 
Gamson and Modigliani (1989). Media discourse and public opinion on nuclear 
power: A constructionist approach. American Journal of Sociology’ 95(1)，1-37. 
Gans, H. (1979). Deciding what's news. New York: Patheon. 




Gitlin, T. (1980). The whole world is watching: Mass media in the making & 
unmaking of the new left. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
Goffman, E. (1974). Frame analysis: An essay on the organization of experience. 
New York: Harper & Row. 
Graber, D. A. (1988). Processing the news: How people tame the information tide 
(2nd ed.). New York: Longman. 
Graber, D. A. (1993). News media and American media. Washington, DC: CQ Press. 
Guo，Z. S. & Chen, H. L. (1997). China's media content under commercialism. Mass 
Communication Review, 24(3-4): 85-101. 
Gurevitch, M. and Levy, M. R. (1985). Mass communication review yearbook, 5, 
Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage. 
Hackett, R. A. (1984). Decline of a paradigm? Bias and objectivity in news media 
studies. Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 1, 229-259. 
Hall, S.，Critcher, C., Jefferson，T., Clarke, J., & Roberts，B. (1978). Policing the 
crisis: Mugging, the state, and law and order. London: MacMillan. 
Haller, B. and Ralph, S. (2001). Not worth keeping alive? News framing of 
physician-assisted suicide in the United States and Great Britain. Journalism 
Studies，2(3)，407-421. 
Hartley, J. (1982). Understanding news. London: Routledge. 
He, Z. (2000). Chinese Communist Party Press in a tug-of-war: A political-economy 
analysis of the Shenzhen Special Zone Daily. In Lee, C. C. (Ed.) Power, Money, 
and Media: Communication Patterns and Bureaucratic Control in Cultural 
106 
Bibliography 
China. Illinois: Northwestern University Press. 
Hilgartner, S. and Bosk, C. L. (1988). The rise and fall of social problems: A public 
arenas model. American Journal of Sociology, 94(1)，53-78. 
Holsti, O. R. (1969) Content analysis for the social sciences and humanities, Reading, 
Mass.: Addison-Wesley Pub. Co. 
Hong, J. H. (2002). The role of media in China's democratization. Media 
Development, 2002,1. 
Iyengar, S. (1991). Is anyone responsible? How television frames political issues. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Iyengar, S. & Simon，A. (1993). News coverage of the Gulf crisis and public opinion: 
A study of agenda-setting, priming, and framing. Communication Research’ 
20(3), 365-383. 
Jamieson, K. H. & Campbell，K. K. (1997). The interplay of influence: News, 
advertising, politics, and the mass media. London: Wadsworth Publishing. 
Jasperson，A. E.，Shah, D. V., Watts, M” Faber, R. J., & Fan，D. P. (1998). Framing the 
public agenda: Media effects on the importance of the federal budget deficit. 
Political Communication, 15(2), 205-224. 
June, W. R. (1997) Strategy and issue frames in election campaign coverage: A social 
cognitive account of framing effects. Journal of Communication, 47(3), 26-48. 
Kahneman, D.，& Tversky，A. (1984). Choice, values, and frames. American 
Psychologist，39(4)，341-350. 
Kinder, D.R. (1983). Diversity and complexity in American public opinion. In A. W. 
Finifter (Ed.), Political science: The state of the discipline. Washington, DC: 
107 
Bibliography 
American Political Science Association. 
Kinder, D. & Sander, L. M. (1990). Mimicking political debate with survey questions: 
The case of white opinion on affirmative action for blacks. Social Cognition, 8, 
73-103. 
Lee, C. C. (1990). Mass media: Of China, About China. In C. C. Lee (Ed.), Voices of 
China: The interplay ofpolitics and journalism. The Guilford Press. 
Lee, C. C. (1994). Ambiguities and contradictions: Issues in China's changing 
political communication. In Lee, C. C. (Ed.), China's Media, Media's China. 
Boulder, Colo.: Westview. 
Lee, C. C. (2000). Chinese communication: Prisms, trajectories, and modes of 
understanding. In Lee, C. C. (Ed.) Power, Money, and Media: Communication 
Patterns and Bureaucratic Control in Cultural China. Illinois: Northwestern 
University Press. 
Lee, C. C., Pan, Z. D.，Chan, J. M.，& So, C. Y. K. (2002). Global media spectacle: 
News war over Hong Kong. Albany: State University of New York Press. 
Lee, C. C.，Pan, Z. D.，Chan, J. M.，& So, C. Y. K. (2001). Through the eyes of U.S. 
media: Banging the democracy drum in Hong Kong. Journal of Communication, 
51(2), 345-365. 
Lester, E. (1992). The AIDS story and moral panic: How the Euro-African press 
constructs AIDS. Howard Journal of Communication, 7(1)，1-10. 
Li, H. G.，Wang, X.，Li, Q.，Lei, J., & Wang, J. H. (2001). Sex and AIDS in Asia. Life 
Week, 43. 
Li, L, R. (1995). Reflection of the fifteen-year journalism reforms in China. 
108 
Bibliography 
Journalism University, 43，3-8. 
Lim, K. (1995). Reporting AIDS: News representations in the Malaysian newspapers. 
The Journal of Development Communication, 6(1), 79-86. 
Lupton，D. (1993). AIDS risk and heterosexuality in the Australian press. Discourse 
and Society, 4, 307-328. 
McAllister, M. P. (1992). AIDS，medicalization, and the news media, In Edgar, T., 
Fitzpatrick, M. A., & Freimuth，V. S. (Eds.), AIDS: A communication perspective 
(pp. 195-221). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 
McCombs, M. & Shaw, D. L. (1972). Agenda-setting function of the press. Public 
Opinion Quarterly, 36，176-87. 
McLeod，J. M.，Kosicki, G. M., Pan, Z.，and Allen, S. G. (1987). Audience 
perspectives on the news: Assessing their complexity and conceptual frames. 
Paper presented at the annual conference of the Association for Education in 
Journalism and Mass Communication, San Antonio, TX. 
McLeod, J. M.’ Kosicki, G. M., & Mcleod, D. M. (1994). The expanding boundaries 
of political communication effects. In Gryant, J. and Zillmann, D. (Eds.), Media 
effects (pp.123-162). Hillsdale, NF: Crlbaum. 
McManus, J. (1991). How objective is local television news? Mass Communication 
Review, 18,21-30. 
McManus, M. (1994). Market driven journalism: Let the citizen beware? Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage. 
McQuail, D. (1994). Mass communication theory: An introduction (2"'' ed.). Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage. 
109 
Bibliography 
Mendelsohn, M. (1993). Television frames in the 1988 Canadian election. Canadian 
Journal of Communication, 18, 149-171. 
Milliband, R. (1969). The state in capitalist society: An analysis of the Western system 
of power. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Murdock, G. (1982). Large corporations and the control of the communication 
industries. In Gurevitch, M. et al. (Eds.), Culture, society, and the media (pp. 
118-150). New York: Methuen. 
Murdock, G. & Golding, P. (1977). Capitalism, communication and class relations. In 
James Curan et al. (Eds.), Mass communication and society (pp. 12-43). London: 
Merlin. 
Nayda, T.，Frauke, S.，& Ling，C. (1998). Interest groups, the media, and policy 
debate formation: An analysis of message structure, rhetoric, and source cues. 
Political Communication, 15(1), 45-61. 
Nelson, T. E.’ Clawson, R. A., & Oxley, Z. M. (1997). Media framing of a civil 
liberties conflict and its effect on tolerance. American Political Science Review. 
91(3), 567-583. 
Netter, T. W. (1992). The media and AIDS: A global perspective. In Sepulveda, J., 
Fineberg, H., & Mann，J. (Eds.)，AIDS: Prevention through education: A world 
View (pp.241-253). New York: Oxford University Press. 
Norris, P. (1995). The restless searchlight: Network news framing of the post-cold war. 
Political Communication, 12(3), 357-370. 
Neuman, W. R., Just, M. R., & Crigler, A. N. (1992). Common knowledge: News and 
the construction of political meaning. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
n o 
Bibliography 
Pan, Z. & Kosicki，G. M. (1993). Framing analysis: An approach to news discourse. 
Political Communication, 10(1), 55-75. 
Pan, Z. D. (2000). Improvising reform activities: The changing reality of journalistic 
practice in China. In Lee, C. C. (Ed.), Voices of China: The interplay of 
politics and journalism. The Guilford Press. 
Park, E. & Kosicki，G. M. (1995). Presidential support during the Iran-Contra affair: 
People's reasoning process and media influence. Communication Research, 
22(2), 207-236. 
Patterson, T. E. (1993). Out of order. New York: Vintage Books. 
Phalen，P. F. & Algan, E. (2001). (Ms)taking context for content: framing the Fourth 
World Conference on Women. Political Communication, 18(3)，301-319. 
Polumbaum, J. (1994). Striving fro predictability: The bureaucratization of media 
management in China. In Lee, C. C. (Ed.) China's Media, Media's China. 
Boulder, Colo.: Westview. 
Powers, A. & Andsager, J. L. (1999). How newspapers framed breast implants in the 
1990s. Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly, 76(3), 551-564. 
Pratt, C. B., Ha, L., & Pratt, C. A. (2002). Setting the public health agenda on major 
diseases in sub-Saharan African: African popular magazines and medical 
journals, 1981-1997. Journal of Communication, 52(4), 889-904. 
Price, v., Tewksbury, D., & Powers，E. (1997). Switching trains of thought: The 
impact of news frames on readers' cognitive responses. Communication 
Research, 24(5), 481-506. 
I l l 
Bibliography 
Princeton Survey Research Associates. (1996). Covering the epidemic: AIDS in the 
news media, 1985-1996 (Special supplement). Columbia Journalism Review, 
35(2), 1-12. 
Reese, S. D. (1997). Framing public life: A bridging model for media study. Paper 
presented at the Inaugural Conference for the Center for mass Communication 
Research, University of South Carolina. 
Reese, S. D. & Buckalew, B. (1995). The militarism of local television: The routine 
framing of the Persian Gulf War. Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 12, 
40-59. 
Riker, W. H. (1986). The art of political manipulation. New Haven: Yale University 
Press. 
Reese, S. D., Grant, A. & Danielian, L. H. (1994). The structure of news sources on 
television: A network analysis of "CBS News," "Nightline," "MacNeil/Lehrer," 
and "This Week with David Brinkley." Journal of Communication, 44(2): 
84-107. 
Rogers, E. M.，Dearing, J. W.，& Chang, S. (1991). AIDS in the 1980s: The 
agenda-setting process for a public issue. Journalism Monographs, 126. 
Rosen, S. (2000). Seeking appropriate Behavior under a Socialist Market Economy: 
An analysis of debates and controversies reported in the Beijing Youth Daily. In 
Lee, C. C. (Ed.) Power, Money, and Media: Communication Patterns and 
Bureaucratic Control in Cultural China. Northwestern University Press. 
Scheufele, D. A. (1999). Framing as a theory of media effects. Journal of 
Communication, 49(1), 103-122. 
Schwartz, J., Murray, D. (1996) AIDS and the media Public Interest, 125, 57-71. 
112 
Bibliography 
Semetko, H. A., & Valkenburg, P. M. (2000). Framing European politics: A content 
analysis of press and television news. Journal of Communication, 50 (2), 93-109. 
Sepulveda, J., Fineberg, H., & Mann, J. (1992) AIDS: Prevention through education: 
A worldview. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Shoemaker, P. J. & Reese, S. D. (1996). Mediating the message: Theories of 
influences on mass media content. White Plains, N.Y.: Longman. 
Simpkins, J. D., & Brenner，D. J. (1984). "Mass media communication and health", in 
Dervin B. & Vioght J.J. (Ed.), Progress in Communication Sciences (pp. 275-97). 
Norwood, NJ: ABLEX. 
Sniderman, M. P., Brody, R. A., and Tetlock, P. E. (1991). Reasoning and choice: 
Explorations in political psychology. Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press. 
Snow, D. S.，Benford, R. D. (1988). Ideology, frame resonance, and participant 
mobilization. In Klandermans, B.，Kriesi, H., & 丁arrow，S. (Ed.) From Structure 
to Action: Social Movement participation across cultures. Greenwich, Conn.: 
JAI. 
Spector, M. & Kitsuse, J. I. (1977). Constructing social problems. Menlo Park, Calif: 
Cummings Pub. Co.. 
Tankard, J. W. Jr., Hendrickson, L., Silberman, J., Bliss, K., and Ghanem, S. (1991). 
Media frames: Approaches to conceptualization and measurement. Paper 
presented at the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication, Boston, MA. 
Traquina, N. (1996). Portuguese journalism and HIV/AIDS: A case study in news. 
113 
Bibliography 
Paper presented at the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication Convention, Anaheim, CA. 
Tuchman, G. (1972). Objectivity as a strategic ritual: An examination of newsmen's 
notions of objectivity, American Journal of Sociology, 77(6), 660-679. 
Tuchman, G. (1973). Making news by doing work: Routinizing the unexpected. 
American Journal of Sociology, 78(1), 110-131. 
Tuchman, G. (1978). Making news. A study in the construction of reality. New York: 
Free Press. 
UNAIDS (2002). Speech at the opening of the National AIDS/STD Conference， 
Beijing, China, by Dr Peter Piot, UNAIDS Executive Director. 
UNAIDS (2002). On brink of explosive AIDS epidemic, China must take preventive 
action, Annan says. News published on the website of UNAIDS, October 14. 
www.unaids.org 
Valkenburg, P. M., Semetko, H. A., & de Vreese，C. H. (1999). The effects of news 
frames on readers' thoughts and recall. Communication Research, 26(5)， 
550-569. 
de Vreese, C. H. (1999). News and European integration: News content and effects in 
cross- national comparative perspective. Research Report. Amsterdam School of 
Communications Research, University of Amsterdam. 
de Vreese, C., Peter, J.，Semetko, H. A. (2001). Framing politics at the launch of the 
Euro: A cross-national comparative study of frames in the news. Political 
Communication. 18(2), 107-122. 
114 
Bibliography 
Walsh-Childers, K. (1994). Newspaper influence on health policy development, 
Newspaper Research Journal, 15(3), 89-104. 
Walters, L. m.，& Walters，T. N. (1996). Life on the edge of the precipice: Information 
subsidy and the rise of AIDS as a public issue, 1983-1989. Paper presented at the 
annual conference of the Association of Education for Journalism and Mass 
Communication, Anaheim, CA. 
Watkins, S. C. (2001). Framing protest: News media frames of the Million Man 
March. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 18(1), 83-101. 
Watts, L. (1993). Coverage of polio and AIDS. Ohio Journalism Monographs, 4. 
Athens, OH: Scripps School of Journalism. 
Woo, J. (1996). Television news discourse in political transition: Framing the 1987 
and 1992 Korean presidential elections. Political Communication, 13(1)，81-92. 
Wu, G. G. (1994). Command communication: The politics of editorial forulation in the 
People Daily. China Quarterly, 137，194-211. 
Wu, G. G. (2000). One head, many mouths: Diversifying press structures in reform 
China. In Lee, C. C. (Ed.), Voices of China: The interplay of politics and 
journalism. The Guilford Press. 
Xu, M. L. (2001). AIDS and Media. Tai Bei: Ju Liu press. 
Zaller, J. (1992). The nature and origins of mass opinion. News York: Cambridge 
University Press. 
Zhang, X. G. (1993). The market versus the state: The Chinese press since Tiananmen. 
Journal of International Affairs, 47: 195-221. 
Zhang, K. L. (2002). AIDS / HIV. An electronic paper provided on the website of 
115 
Bibliography 
Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, www.chinaaids.org.cn 
Zhao, Y. Z. (2000). From commercialization to conglomeration: The transformation of 




C U H K L i b r a r i e s 
DQMD7bST5 
